
  

Facebook:  Port Vue United Methodist 

Church  Website: www.portvueumc.com   

  

The office is registered with KDKA, WTAE and WPXI for event 

closings.  Please turn to these channels for closing 

information. Preschool  continues to follow the South 

Allegheny Closing Schedule.  

 

Upper Rooms Devotionals are  available in the back of the 

Sanctuary.  

 

Weekly Worship Guide articles due in the office by Noon on 

Tuesday.  All other articles will be included in the next 

publication.     

Newsletter articles due in the office on or before the 18th of 

each month.   

 

VAN PICK UP . Call the church at 412-672-7289 . When message 

starts playing, press 6 for the Church Van Pickup. Record your 

message after the recording and the beep. Hang up when done. 

Port Vue United    Methodist Church 
1565 Washington Boulevard 
McKeesport, PA 15133 

Phone: 412-672-7289 

Fax: 412-672-5353 

E-mail: portvueumc@gmail.com 
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We l c o m e - C o m e  a n d  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  t h i n g s  

t h a t  a r e  h a p p e n i n g  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  h i l l  

 Purpose:   

The purpose of Port 

Vue UMC is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation 

of the world.   

Mission:  

We are a 

compassionate 

community of faith 

striving to worship, 

pray and grow as we 

serve God together.  

Vision: 

 With God’s guidance, 

we will grow into an 

exceptionally 

welcoming and diverse 

community embodying 

the love of Jesus for all. 

Join us for Worship  

Healing Service 

 Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 

Traditional & Contemporary Worship 

 Sundays 8:30 & 11:00 am 

October 2019 



  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 Friends, 

 

   Any of you remember a small toy called a 'Weeble'? It is a pear shaped toy made of wood with an image of a person 
engraved on the surface of it. This Weeble is somewhat a peculiar toy that whenever you push the toy to any side, it would 
never fall down, but would come straight back up again, erect. The catchphrase for this toy used in advertising in the 1970s 
is "Weelbes wobble, but they don't fall down." What a great message it is!   

 

   This catchphrase draws my attention and captures my heart because in a way we, Christians, are like Weebles that 
wobble but don’t fall down. Essentially, many of the stories in the Bible are about people like you and me who have 
encountered failures in their life but were able to overcome them by the grace of God. Of course there are plenty of stories 
of total failure like Cain, King Saul or Judas. But there are plenty of stories of people that continued to be faithful to God 
despite the odds and despite their own failings like Adam & Eve, Abraham, Esau, Jacob, Joseph, King David, the 12 
disciples, Paul and the list goes on and on… 

 

   In his book Failing Forward, John Maxwell says what distinguishes people who achieve much vs. those that don’t, is not 
“family background, wealth, opportunity, high morals, or the absence of hardship. No one of these things are the key. 
When it comes right down to it, I know of only one factor that separates those who consistently shine from those who 
don’t: The difference between average people and achieving people is their perception of and response to failure.” It's not 
that achievers don’t make mistakes, of course they do! But they keep moving forward, learning from their mistakes and 
keeping their eyes on the prize. 

 

   Our church continues to evolve as we seek to become a community of faith that is driven by the God-given vision, "With 
God's guidance we will grow into an exceptionally welcoming and diverse community embodying the love of Jesus for all."  

   In fact life always have the many ups and downs and sometimes we make mistakes in life. Sometimes we are not 
satisfied with what's going on or the ways we perform. We may feel a sense of guilt or lack of self-esteem. However, no 
matter what happened in the past or however we feel right now, we must move on, learning from our mistakes. Learning 
from and using what has come our way whether it is joyful or painful, we must keep moving forward! And I challenge you 
to have the mindset of an achiever. We should not be afraid of making mistakes or failures while working together for God. 
Like I said, the Bible is all about that. But also, the Bible is the springboard for all that we do as we try to grow deeper and 
broader in Christ. 

 

   My friends, God is, of course, with us always as we move forward. But God also needs us for His Church. God needs those 
who will make themselves ready to give their whole selves---hearts, minds and souls in their prayers, presences, gifts, and 
services. I hope, pray, and believe that you will continue to be such a people. May it be so!  

 

Grace and peace, 

 

Pastor Hyung-Suk Joe 

Some good tips on keeping your data security safer. 
 
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/frank-abagnale-it-only-takes-2-pieces-of-information-
to-steal-98-of-your-identity-142210933.html 
 
Frank Abagnale: Never do these 2 things because 'that's 98% of me stealing your identity' 
Your Facebook (FB) profile may have all the information a fraudster needs to steal your 
sensitive information. 
“If you’re on Facebook, here are the only things you have to remember — never tell any-
body where you were born or your date of birth,” Frank Abagnale told Yahoo Fi-
nance’s The Final Round. “That's 98% of me stealing your identity. I only need to know 

those two pieces of information.” 
Abagnale, a former con artist famously portrayed by Leonardo DiCaprio in the film Catch Me If You Can, is out with a new 
book aptly entitled “Scam Me If You Can: Simple Strategies to Outsmart Today’s Rip-off Artists.” In it, he highlights the tricks 
that today’s scammers and con artists are using to commit fraud. 
In the book, Abagnale outlines five rules of how to protect you from today’s scammers: 
 
Protect your identity 
Tip: Put your guard up as soon as someone says you need to share your personal or financial information with them right 
now — stop and verify the person you’re dealing with. 
 
Secure your finances 
Tip: Do not trust someone who tells you they always beat the market or can guarantee a certain level of returns. An honest 
and qualified financial planner cannot guarantee investment results. 
 
Preserve your digital presence 
Tip: Do not keep all your personal information in the cloud or on one laptop. Keep printouts of important documents in a 
lockbox or upload files to an external hard drive. 
 
Safeguard your home and hearth 
Tip: If you do not recognize the number calling you, do not pick it up. If you do pick up the call be sure to remain tight lipped 
as the con caller may be recording the call, and saying nothing usually results in the caller hanging up. 
 
Shelter your heart 
Tip: Verify that the person you are speaking with on a dating app is real. Search online to confirm claims of location, employ-
ment, and photos. 
 
One surprising thing Abagnale notes in his book is the uselessness of passwords. He says that passwords were originally 
created to help secure individual time spent on computers used by multiple people, not to protect personal information or 
high security needs. 
 
“Passwords are for treehouses ... If you look at ransomware breaches, malware, [breaches] all come from passwords. So I’ve 
been a big advocator of eliminating passwords” Abagnale said. “I think you’re starting to see more and more companies, re-
tailers, merchants, eliminating the need for passwords. So in the next two or three years, I don’t think we’ll be using pass-
words”. 
 
Abagnale said scamming and fraud are “4,000 times easier than when I did it 50 years ago because I didn’t have all the 
technology that exists today, the forms of communication that exist today.” 

 

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/frank-abagnale-it-only-takes-2-pieces-of-information-to-steal-98-of-your-identity-142210933.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/frank-abagnale-it-only-takes-2-pieces-of-information-to-steal-98-of-your-identity-142210933.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/quote/FB/
https://finance.yahoo.com/show/finalround/


  

“Tom” Telephone Outreach Ministry 

Our GOAL is to offer support by discussing your health issues or 
questions that you may have, especially-but not only-when you or a 
family member were recently sent home from a hospital, rehab, 
skilled nursing facility or even after outpatient ambulatory surgery.   

WE ARE WAITING TO HEAR FROM YOU!!!! 

If you let the church know that you have been admitted to the 
hospital, please expect one of the nurses from the Wellness 
Committee to telephone you when you are home. One out of every 5 
people who are discharged from the hospital is readmitted within 30 
days and we would like to be available to discuss any questions or 
concerns you may have after your hospital discharge.  If you do not 
want us to call that is alright, but we want to reach out in case there is 
something we can be helpful with. The Wellness Committee can also 
arrange a home cooked meal available to help lessen the challenge of 
recuperating after discharge 

Call our TOM TEAM of PVUMC Wellness Committee 
 Suzanne Evans RN at 412-913-5825 or   

Norma Saputo RN at 412-860-6768 
If you get a voice mail, be sure to leave your name, call back number, 
and reason for call. Someone will call you back ASAP. 

Health Screenings 

Free Blood Pressure  
Screening and O2 sats.    
Make healthier choices 
and  reduce your risk.  
Know your BP numbers!   

WHEN:  Second Sunday 
of each month   

WHERE: Welcome 
Center / Port Vue UMC   

We also like to discuss 
why O2 sat & BP are 
important 

  

A Welcoming Church                                  Recovery and Recovery Support 

Recovery is a process of change through which people improve their health and 

wellness, live self-directed lives, and strive to reach their full potential. 

Hope, the belief that these challenges and conditions can be overcome, is the 

foundation of recovery. The process of recovery is highly personal and occurs via many 

pathways. Recovery is characterized by continual growth and improvement in one’s health and wellness that may involve 

setbacks. Because setbacks are a natural part of life, resilience becomes a key component of recovery. 

The process of recovery is supported through relationships and social networks. This often involves family members who 

become the champions of their loved one’s recovery. Families of people in recovery may experience adversities that lead 

to increased family stress, guilt, shame, anger, fear, anxiety, loss, grief, and isolation. The concept of resilience in recovery 

is also vital for family members who need access to intentional supports that promote their health and well-being. The 

support of peers and friends is also crucial in engaging and supporting individuals in recovery. 

Social connection is a key ingredient for recovery. Mental Illness and Substance Use disorders impact more than the 

individual. Communities can support those who are struggling by coming together to show that recovery is for everyone. 

We support those who are in recovery by being friendly, speaking with others before or after services in the Welcome 

Center. Every Sunday make an attempt to speak with someone new or someone you have not spoken with for a while. 

Even though church events like youth group, FOD, the flea market have been announced in the church service or in the 

bulletin; make a point to personally invite someone to an event you will be attending. A personal invitation can touch the 

heart.  

This is our vision, Lord, help us to grow into a welcome place. Make us your hands and feet so all will see. We are Your 

church, oh Lord. Your community.                                                   Wellness Committee 

  

Congratulations to the new officers of God Squad! 

  

  

  

YOUTH LEADER: AMY HARRIS 

  

YOUTH LEADER HELPER: JENNIFER CHIAVERINI 

  

PRESIDENT: Nickolas Harris 

  

VICE PRESIDENT: Connor Evans 

  

SECRETARY: Mayah Koon 

  

TREASURER:  (ADULT LEADER) Jennifer Chiaverini 

  

ASSISTANT TREASURER: Hope Remcheck 

September 15, 2019- January 20, 2020 

GOD SQUAD OFFICERS 

The FOD is a women's group of our Port Vue United Methodist Church. The group meets through out the school 

year, the third Monday of every month at 7PM in the Fellowship Hall. We have devotions and a prayer. Sometimes 

we have a craft, and of course being Methodists we always have snacks. But mostly we have a fellowship. Through 

participating in the FOD we becomes friends with other women in our church and community. The FOD are the group who 

raised funding to build the Fellowship Hall and provided the funding for the large equipment in the church kitchen: the 

commercial size refrigerator, the restaurant size stove with large ovens, the dishwasher, and all the cabinet space. This 

equipment is vital to the life of this church. When you have a baby shower, a wedding shower, or a consolation dinner; the 

FOD has provided that room and the kitchen you will use. When you participated in a covered dish dinner or your grandchild 

came to vacation bible school the FOD was a big part of that too. If the kitchen equipment needs repaired it will be the FOD 

who will work hard to raise the funding. Women of Port Vue United Methodist Church consider joining the FOD in this very 

important community out reach mission. Maintaining friendships and the fellowship hall is our mission. If you are not able to 

join in with our work; remember to support us by making a purchase in our fund raising events we will be having. And if you 

have ideas of what fund raisers you would want us to do, let us know. Our next meeting will be October 21st, we look forward 

to seeing you there. 

FOD 



  
 

 

Pampered Chef Fundraiser     October 19, 2019 @ 1:00 pm   FREE 

ADMISSION         

Bring a friend       Cooking Demonstrations   Light Refreshments     

Door Prizes  Start purchasing holiday gifts 

Fundraiser benefit to purchase CPR training manikins so the 

church can offer community classes from a Red Cross certified 

CPR trainer.       

WELLNESS COMMITTEE 

PortVue United Methodist 

Church Fellowship Hall   1565 Washington Blvd PortVue, PA 

15133    412-672-7289 

 4th Annual Trunk or Treat 

     Trunk or treat was introduced several years ago by churches across the United States as an alter-

native to trick or treating. Since its introduction, many schools and communities have adopted the 

practice as well. The idea of trunk or treat is to give children a safe place to trick or treat without the 

elements of traditional Halloween, such as haunted houses, ghosts, witches, and other things that 

parents may not want their children exposed to.  

     To host a trunk or treat event, individuals, families, or friends decorate their trunks with various themes. Themes range 

from very elaborate to simple. Sometimes the owners of the cars dress up as well to match their theme- example: one may 

have a farm theme in their trunk with stuffed animals and hay and then dress as a farmer. Other themes can be: an arcade 

setting-with a game for kids to play, a Crayola trunk- where kids can color a picture, Disney, a pumpkin patch…the possibilities 

are endless!!! Once you have your trunk decorated, you will need to bring candy or a small toy to give to the “trunk or treat-

ers” just as if they were trick or treating! The kids walk around to each car collecting treats and also judging the trunks! The 

kids will vote on their favorite theme and prizes are awarded to the car owners according to a popular vote! First, second, and 

third place will be awarded! 

     The car owners stay on site with their vehicles and pass out treats during the entire event which is usually about 2 hours 

long. Just before the end, the votes for “best decorated trunk” are tallied and the winners are announced. 

     The FLE committee is hosting a trunk or treat on Saturday, October 26th from 4 to 6 (immediately following the Port Vue  

parade) for our church kids and the community.  All “trunk” participates can arrive any time after 3pm to set up. This event is 

free to the children and will only cost volunteers who wish to decorate a trunk their time and some small treats for the kids.  

Please prayerfully consider joining us in this community endeavor. 

     If you have more questions about how trunk or treat works, feel free to contact Jennifer Chiaverini at (412) 916-6966 or 

you can google “trunk or treat” for trunk decorating ideas or general information. 

     Sign up sheet is located in the welcome center. 

**Past years trunk or treat events have been a smashing success! We served hundreds of children in the surrounding com-

munities and fielded several phone calls from families who were thrilled for their children to have an alternative to tradi-

tional trick or treating. If you cannot host a trunk but would still like to be involved, please consider donating some bags of 

candy or small toys or giving a monetary donation for those things to be purchased for those who are hosting trunks to help 

defray the cost. Donations can be placed in the welcome center bin marked “trunk or treat”.  

Trustees Corner   

 

*We are currently reviewing proposals to replace non-functioning roof top units (HVAC) with higher efficiency models.  

*We have church family who have no way to attend our Sunday services. If anyone needs a ride that lives near you, or 

that you may pass on your journey to and from church, please consider giving them a lift. 

*We are considering someone to maintain the church grounds, including mowing, mulching, landscaping, etc. If you feel 

led, or want to recommend somebody, call Denny Hanko @ 412-580-9707 for more information. 

*Many thanks and blessings to Jerry Morgan and Del Pikula for maintaining the church lawn this past summer, and to 

Richard Thomas, Jr. and Tony Turkovic for volunteering to drive the church van this year! 

 

  



Van Driver Needed 

NEEDED ASAP.  

Van driver for 
Sunday morning 
worship services 
approximately once 
a month. For more 
information please 
call Denny Hanko at              
412-580-9707 or the 
church office.  

  

Volunteer 

9th St Community Kitchen Ministry 
For more information on how to volunteer please contact Nancy 
Denardo by text or phone at 412 780-8636 if you would like to help.  

 

 Wellness Outreach ministry is Looking for Volunteers who would 
consider helping by making a homemade meal to those who may 
occasionally need some extra care.   

Meals may go to Folks who may have just been released from the 
hospital or as condolences to a family who has just lost a loved one.   

  

Item needed for Octo-
ber  is  SNACK 

 COOKIES AND  
CRACKERS 

 

   
 

Good Samaritan Food Pantry 

Free Church Library 

A  DVD Resource Library has been set up in the meeting room of the annex (next to the Secretary’s office). 
These are teaching/learning resources that have been collected over the years by Don Scarborough and 
are being made available for anyone interested in them.  

There will be a sign-out sheet located there to keep a record of those DVDs being checked out. There are 
leader guides also available with many of the DVDs.   This can be a valuable tool to help you improve your 
knowledge of the 

Wrapped in Love  

 
Beginning Balance of the General Fund for August negative  $766.27 

Income        $15,040.51 

Expenses    $16,447.34 

Balance of the General Fund as of the end of August is negative  $2,173.10  

Balance DUE on the Mortgage as of the end of August: $25,261.84. 

Finance  

Our Church’s Prayer Circle uses the One Call Tell All system for prayer requests.    

Call  Carol See at 412 596-2930. We have  faithful and dedicated prayer partners who know 
and believe in the  importance of prayer. We know that prayer does work.  If you have 
questions please feel free to call me, Carol See, anytime. May the Lord bless this  ministry.   

The wrapped in Love Ministry provides shawls and lap robes to those battling illness, have suffered 
from crisis or have had a loss in their lives.  We have a group of dedicated knitters and 
crocheters  in our church who have been busy making items for those who are in need of a little 
extra prayer in their lives.  We have been blessed by providing these shawls and lap robes to those 
in need.  

 Our prayer is — that the one who receives this shawl or lap robe is cradled in hope, kept in joy and 
wrapped in God's love and grace.   We have singlemindedness of purpose, to knit or crochet prayer 
shawls or lab robes for those in need.  These  items are given freely to any and all who could 
benefit from the comfort and warmth, not only to the body but to the  soul.  Each member works their skills 
to  create these special masterpieces.  

 Like always, if you know of someone who you believe would be blessed by receiving a shawl or lap robe please 
contact Nancy Denardo,  Ann Lopretto,   or Ruth Sabo.  If you would like to donate items to this ministry or would like 
to learn to knit or crochet please contact Ann or Ruth. 

Prayer Circle 

God Squad  

A BIG thank you to everyone who came out to the youth group car wash in September. The kids raised almost $300.00!! 

Also a big thank you to Busy Beaver in Oak Park Mall who generously provided us with supplies, a grill, hot dogs, and buns! 

The youth will be hosting a booth at the grand opening of Cindy’s Memorial Bark Park on Saturday, October 5th from 3pm 

to 8 pm. We will be selling lunch platters of hoagie, chips, and a drink, and a la carte items. There will be other activities on 

site so bring the family, and your furry friend, and come out for an afternoon of fun! 

Mark the date: Saturday, November 9th, from 9 am-12 pm, the youth are hosting a Veteran’s Day pancake and sausage 

breakfast at the church. Cost is $6.00 for adults, $3.00 for children 10 and under. Veteran’s eat free!  

SEND A FRIEND A CANDY GRAM!!! 

Are you feeling thankful for your Christian friends? Do you feel comforted and loved by your church family? If so, let them 

know with a candy gram! The Jr. Church Committee is sponsoring a candy gram sale for $1.00 per candy gram. The sale 

kicks off on October 27th and runs through November 24th. How does this work? Glad you asked…  

 First, simply take a candy gram form (see example below) that can be found in the welcome center, fill it out and return it 

with your $1.00 payment to the box in the welcome center marked “candy grams”. Every Sunday after the 2nd service, the 

forms will be collected and the following Sunday, the candy grams will be waiting for that special someone!  So let’s recap- 

if you drop off your form and payment on Sunday, Nov. 3th, your candy grams will be waiting for your friends on Sunday, 

Nov. 10.  Order on Nov. 10th, and your candy grams will be waiting for your friends on Nov. 17th, and so on.  

You can send to 1 person or 50 people! You can send 1 or 1 every week! You can even mark them: From- Anonymous, and 

keep your friends guessing! There is no limit to the joy and thankfulness you can share with this endeavor! November is 

the perfect month to count your blessings and be thankful…let the ones you love know how you feel about them! 

Each candy gram will contain a small assortment of candies in a decorative bag with your handwritten form attached. 

Candy gram forms will be available October 28, Nov. 4, 11, and 18. The last candy gram delivery day will be November 

24th!         For more information please contact Jennifer Chiaverini or Traci Koon. 

Preschool News 

School pictures will be Oct. 17th and 18th. Fire safety program will be the second week of October. Dates and times TBA 



                             Memorial Fund 
In Loving Memory:     Given By: 

Monies given in loving memory of Carla Surgeon is designated for the general fund.         
 
 Carla Surgeon     Jim Surgeon 
       Carl Surgeon 
       Beth Surgeon 
       Tom Surgeon 

                                                                                                  

 

 Sick and Shut In 

We as a church want to  

remember all those who 

are unable to be present in 

church with us. Please help 

me to keep our sick and 

shut in list current.  If you 

know of anyone who is sick, 

hospitalized, or unable 

to attend church 

regularly for any 

reason; health, 

mobility issues, etc., 

please give their name 

and contact 

Information to Nancy 

Denardo or call the 

church office.      

Norma Cooper  

 Lu Koon 

Evelyn Lickley 

Lucille Morningstar 

Irene Myers 

Marge Osterman 

Janice Randolph 

Dorothy & Harry 
West 

Virginia Winters  

1 Evie Suckfiel 

1 Mark Suckfiel 

2 Brian Jacobs 

2 Jennifer Burke 

2 Shelby Keenan 

2 Violet Comstock 

3 Cortney Woytovich 

4 Jack Riley 

5 Jessica Lopretto 

7 Ann Fox 

8 Tracie Kovesdy 

11 Ann Brennen 

11 Monica Southwick 

12 Bob Potersnak 

12 Dante Saputo 

15 Lou Urbanski 

15 Gracie Scarborough 

18 Jenna Whitney 

18 Brandy Saputo 

19 Debbie Vogt 

19 Jaye Beatty 

21 Dorothy Nehila 

22 Sharon Koon 

23 Tammy Brown 

23 David Scarborough 

25 Paul Dorn 

26 Shinhea Joe 

26 Brandon Camic 

 

October  Birthday’s  

3 Dan & Kelly Miller 

22 Dom & Jennifer Chiaverini 

23 Bob & Sheryl Pope 

25 Shane & Amanda Szalankiewicz 

28 Tony & Bev Walsh 

30 Chuck & Bridget Besong 

October Anniversary’s  


