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Advent Sermon Series:  

Our preaching theme for this Advent 
season is the Jesse Tree. The symbols 
on the Jesse Tree represents a Biblical 
"family tree. This Advent we will ex-
plore the Jesse Tree—the family tree of 
Jesse, the father of King David. We will 
come to understand a little more of 
what it means to acclaim Jesus as the 
“Son of David.”  

In each week’s Advent worship services, 
we will focus on one of the “big branch-
es” of the Jesse Tree, but there is so 
much more to be discovered. This Ad-
vent, let us set aside a few minutes 
each day to look back at our roots, then 
look forward to our future, as we invite 
Christ to be born anew in our life to-
gether. 

 

ADVENT 1: NEW SHOOTS - December 2 

Jesse Tree Ancestor: Joseph 

   "A shoot shall come out from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots..."  Isaiah 11:1 

ADVENT 2: STARS - December 9 

Jesse Tree Ancestor: Abraham  

     "Look toward heaven and count the 
stars… so shall your descendants be...."   
Genesis 15:5 

 

ADVENT 3: LIGHTS - December 16 

Jesse Tree Ancestor: John the Baptist 

     "He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe 
through him…"   John 1:7 

 

ADVENT 4: LILY - December 23 

Jesse Tree Ancestor: Mary  

 

Friends, time flies,  isn't it?  We are already in the 
season of Advent.  Advent emphasizes the sense of 
expectant waiting for something good to happen ---
waiting for someone special to come from God. The 
people of Israel had heard God's promise that a 
Savior would come, and, as recorded in the Old 
Testament, waited through some of the darkest 
hours of their nation ’s history for the fulfillment of 
that promise.  

We Christians know that God's promise was fulfilled 
by the coming of Jesus.  We celebrate that fulfillment 
at Christmas, but Advent invites us to not only 
experience the sense of anticipation that precedes 
Christ 's  coming, but make our hearts ready to 
receive Christ.  As Henri Nouwen mentioned, "The 
small  child of Bethlehem, the unknown man of 
Nazareth,  the rejected preacher,  the naked man on 
the cross,  he asks for our full  attention."   

Yes, we need to be ready; we need to be alert so that 
we will  be able to recognize our Lord who wants to 
be born in us ---our Lord in our spouses,  our 
parents,  our children, our friends, our neighbors ….  
Henri Nouwen pointed out,  "When we have ears to 
hear and eyes to see,  we will  recognize him at any 
moment of our l ives.  Life is Advent;  l ife is 
recognizing the coming of the Lord."   

So, in this season of Advent,  let us try to look for 
the small  signs of God's presence that are shown in 
our daily lives.  We tend to expect God ’s saving 
power in loud and impressive events.  Perhaps,  we 
have been convinced to see in that way by the world. 
But,  if  so,  we will  fail  to see it and be distracted by 
them. If  we have eyes to see,  we will  be able to see 
the small  signs of God's presence that permeate in 
our ordinary lives.  They can be "the smile of a baby,  
the carefree play of children, or the words of 
encouragement and gestures of love offered by 
friends…"  

Friends, in each day of this Advent season, let us try 
to allow the Spirit  of Jesus to perform, through us,  
one small sign that God is  present.  This can be our 
preparation in this season of Advent.   

Grace and peace!  

Pastor Hyung-Suk Joe 
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2019 Port Vue UMC Purpose, Mission & 
Vision 

Adopted at Charge Conference - 
November 20, 2016 

 

Purpose:  The purpose of Port Vue 
UMC is to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the 
world.   

 

Mission: We are a compassionate 
community of faith striving to worship, 
pray and grow as we serve God 
together.  

 

Vision: With God’s guidance, we will 
grow into an exceptionally welcoming 
and diverse community embodying the 
love of Jesus for all. 

Facebook:  Port Vue United Methodist Church 

Website: www.portvueumc.com   

  

The office is registered with KDKA, WTAE and WPXI for event 

closings.  Please turn to these channels for closing information. 

Preschool  continues to follow the South Allegheny Closing 

Schedule.  

 

Upper Rooms Devotionals are  available in the back of the 

Sanctuary.  

 

Newsletter articles due in the office on or before the 18th of each 

month.   

   

VAN PICK UP Please call the office and schedule for van pick up 

for Sunday  Service before Thursday noon 

 

Port Vue United    Methodist Church 
1565 Washington Boulevard 
McKeesport, PA 15133 
Phone: 412-672-7289 
Fax: 412-672-5353 

E-mail: portvueumc@gmail.com 
 Return Service Requested 
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Advent Sermon Series: The Star: A Journey to 
Christmas 

 

Centuries ago, real  people found 
themselves suddenly swept up in a journey 
that they hadn't looked for and didn't feel  
qualified to be a part of.  Guided by ancient 
prophecies,  wise men from the East found 
themselves following a mysterious star in 
the heavens. Shepherds, outcasts of society 
and the most unlikely characters,  stood in a 
field il luminated with light that beckoned 
them to the city of a legendary king. Two 
poor,  non-descript Jewish villagers were 
visited by angels and entrusted with caring 
for the long -awaited Savior.  All  of their 
journeys converged on the town of 
Bethlehem, at a humble stable,  in a manger 
where Jesus was born.  

No one expected Jesus to come the way He 
did, and they certainly didn't think they 
would be involved! God's journey in coming 
to us became the greatest story ever told. 
He loves to write amazing stories,  and if  
you are will ing to take an unfamiliar path,  
He will  write a story with your li fe.  Will  
you go on a journey this Christmas to 
experience hope, love, joy and peace? Find 
the greatest gift in the most unexpected 
place.  

Join us for a 5-Week Sermon Series! Starting 
the Sunday after Thanksgiving and ending 
with special services on Christmas Eve. Mark 
your calendar to be a part of this special 
journey with us this Holiday Season.   

 
ADVENT 1: A Journey to Hope - December 1 
    
ADVENT 2: A Journey to Love - December 8 
 
ADVENT 3: A Journey to Joy - December 15 
 

ADVENT 4: A Journey to Peace - December 22 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE: A Journey to Christmas  -                                   
    December 24 



December 15th  

 White Gift Sunday dates back to 1904 in Ohio. The wife of a Methodist minister and her two daughters came 
up with the idea of giving gifts wrapped in white paper at Christmas time to people in need. 

Gifts are wrapped in white so that they will be anonymous. People who can only give a little will not be embar-
rassed. There is a Chinese tradition where all the people gave their king a gift wrapped in plain white paper so 
that every gift would look the same. People gave the king what they were able, and the king welcomed them all. 

The White Gift shares in the spirit of Christ and the God of love at Christmas. We give gifts of love to people in 
need. These gifts are often nonperishable food items that are distributed to people in the community. 

White Gift Sunday celebrates the stewardship of God’s love and giving at the time of year when we remember 
the coming of the King of Kings. 

Prayer of Dedication of White Gifts 

Holy God, you are the giver of all gifts; you know each need and hear each prayer. We come today with these 
gifts that we give in Christ’s spirit of love and justice. Use these gifts and use our lives for the building of your 
kingdom in your world. These things we pray in the name of Jesus; Amen 

Dec 1    First Sunday of Advent 

Dec 8   Second Sunday of Advent 

Dec 14  Community Christmas Party 12-2pm 

Dec 15   3rd Sunday of Advent 

    White Gift Sunday 

Dec 18  Preschool 4 Yr Old  Christmas Party 

Dec 19   Preschool 3 Yr Old  Christmas Party 

Dec 21  The Joe’s Host a Christmas Open House 

   at the  Parsonage 2-5pm 

              1118 Portsmouth Drive, Port Vue 

 

 

Dec 22   4th Sunday of Advent 

           Christmas Cookie Walk Fundraiser    12:15- 

3:30pm 

Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Family Service   

5:30pm 

               Chancel Choir Cantata   7:30pm 

               Candlelight Service   11:00pm 

Dec 29   Worship Service 1 service only 10am  

2019 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE Electronic Giving 

We now have a new, easy-to use system for electronic donations, using the PushPay service!  This new service can 

be accessed from the church website portvueumc.org or from your cell phone.  You can choose to donate from 

your checking account, debit card or credit card. 

Why choose eGiving? 

Simplifies giving, especially for those who already pay bills or donate to other ministries electronically.  

Provides an immediate donation receipt by email. 

Provides a personal record of your giving, available at any time. 

Simplifies record keeping for the church by reducing manual data entry and bank deposits. 

Facilitates regular or recurring donations, planting seeds in the ministries of Port Vue UMC! 

Starting From the Church Website - portvueumc.org 

Click Donate (tab near upper right), then click DONATE NOW. 

Starting From a Phone 

Text PORTVUEUMC to 77977 

Click the link in the response. 

Donate  (Have your credit card or bank information handy) 

Enter the amount 

Select One Time Gift or Recurring Gift  ___NEXT___ 

Enter Name, Email, address ___NEXT___ 

Enter credit card or bank account. ___NEXT___ 

____GIVE___    

PushPay will text a confirmation # for you to enter to confirm your donation. 

 

 

 

RightNow Media 

From the Port Vue Web site portvueumc.org- be sure to check the Resources tab and RightNow Media.  All 

Port Vue UMC members, visitors and other participants are also entitled to free, quality Bible Studies and 

Children’s videos.  Once you set up an account these videos can be watched on a cell phone, tablet, computer or 

TV using the Roku or Chromecast services.  This provide a source of quality Christian programming for both 

adults and children. 

https://portvueumc.org/
https://portvueumc.org/


  

On December 21st  

Hyung-Suk  

&  

Shinhea   

will host an Open House 

 Christmas Party at the  

parsonage.  

No gifts,  Please join us! 

1118 Portsmouth 

Drive 

Port Vue  

2:00pm—5:00pm 

Beginning Balance of the General Fund for October is  positive $221.17    
Income        $14,319.48 
Expenses    $16,462.93 
Balance of the General Fund as of the end of October is negative $1,922.28 
Balance DUE on the Mortgage as of the end of October: $22,158.84 

With the holiday season fast approaching, the food pantry once 

again would like to ask you to help out with the costs for the 

holiday dinners Please mark your envelope “Holiday Dinners”. 

Gift”. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Lisa 

Opfar or Nancy Denardo.  

 

December Good Samaritain Food Pantry Item of the Month will 

be : 

CAKE MIX 

Christmas Poinsettias  

Christmas will soon be upon us and time again to decorate the Sanctuary. Sign

-up sheets for Poinsettias are available in the Welcome Center and on the 

bulletin board.  The price is $8.00 each, the deadline is December 2, and color 

choices are: Red, Pink Peppermint, White, Burgundy, or Jingle Bells (Red/

white specks.)  Please your order as soon as possible. Make your check payable 

to:  

Port Vue United Methodist Church. 

Thank You, Judy Hanko 

2020 Enjoy Books are Available  
in the Office A note from the Treasurer: Please allow 5 - 7 business days for a check to be printed 

for your request.  Thank you    

Volunteer                                     
9th St Community                 
Kitchen Ministry 
For more information on how to 
volunteer please contact Nancy 
Denardo by text or phone at 412- 
780-8636 if you would like to 
help.  

 

 



Reverse Phone Lookup 

https://www.beenverified.com/reverse-phone/ 

PEOPLE SEARCH 

Use this people lookup tool to find family 

members, friends, acquaintances, dates, and 

more. 

https://www.beenverified.com/people/ 

CRIMINAL RECORDS 

Get access to criminal records that may contain 
court, driving & arrest records. 

https://www.beenverified.com/criminal-records/ 

https://www.beenverified.com/arrest-records/ 

PUBLIC RECORDS 

Uncover information using our public records 

search tool. You may find property records, 

addresses, phone numbers, and more. 

https://www.beenverified.com/public-records/ 

REVERSE PHONE 

Search who called or texted you with the reverse 

phone lookup tool. Get the owner's name, 

address, email and more. 

https://www.beenverified.com/reverse-phone/ 

REVERSE ADDRESS 

Search who owns a property with our reverse 

address lookup tool. Get home values, deed 

history and much more. 

https://www.beenverified.com/reverse-address-

lookup/ 

EMAIL SEARCH 

Use our email lookup tool to search the identity 

of the owner of the email and additional contact 

information. 

https://www.beenverified.com/email-search/ 

 

Pittsburgh Phone Numbers in the 412 Area 

Code & Information Search Links 

211 is the United Way 

311 is a non-emergency phone number that 

people can call in many cities to find 

information about services, make 

complaints, or report problems like graffiti 

or road damage 

411 is a place to ask and seek help from others 

in Pittsburgh. 

BeenVerified.com 

What Can I Find on BeenVerified? 

Search now to find compelling data, such 

as social 

profiles and photos, properties and assets, bankru

ptcy information and more! 

The Better Way to Stay In-The-Know 

https://www.beenverified.com/?

utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&sitelink=

Caller_Identification_sitelinkampaign}

&utm_term=find%20who%20a%20number%

20belongs%

20to&utm_content=222706403759&matchtype=e

&device=c&adgroup=Who_Phone_Number_Belo

ngs&adpos=1t1&network=g&devicetype=c&geo=9

005899&keyword=find%20who%20a%

20number%20belongs%

20to&gclid=CjwKCAiA8K7uBRBBEiwACOm4d8G

lvr8j94Da5QOftBU0kBq3DlwQK3ZshvDQq8t9bV

Uf1yp7MxZS5hoCD84QAvD_BwE 

Who's Calling or Texting? 

https://www.beenverified.com/?

utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&sitelink=

Reverse_Phone_Lookup_sitelink&utm_campaign

=Reverse_Phone__Exact&utm_term=find%

20who%20a%20number%20belongs%

20to&utm_content=222706403759&matchtype=e

&device=c&adgroup=Who_Phone_Number_Belo

ngs&adpos=1t1&network=g&devicetype=c&geo=9

005899&keyword=find%20who%20a%

20number%20belongs%

20to&gclid=CjwKCAiA8K7uBRBBEiwACOm4d4w

aAFtm4P3QyUg6OmAjxHAO-

dd8ZT_WR8ohrA3kERRN9WfPE3P8yxoCpLQQA

vD_BwE 

 

 

 
The Wrapped in Love Ministry 

provides shawls and lap robes to 
those battling illness, have suffered 

from crisis or have had a loss in their 
lives.  We have a group of dedicated 

knitters and crocheters  in our church 
who have been busy making items for 
those who are in need of a little extra 

prayer in their lives.  We have been 
blessed by providing these shawls and 

lap robes to those in need.  

 Our prayer is — that the one who 
receives this shawl or lap robe is 
cradled in hope, kept in joy and 

wrapped in God's love and grace.   We 
have singlemindedness of purpose, to 

knit or crochet prayer shawls or lab 
robes for those in need.  These  items 

are given freely to any and all who 
could benefit from the comfort and 

warmth, not only to the body but to 
the   soul.  Each member works their 

skills to  create these special 
masterpieces.  

 Like always, if you know of someone 
who you believe would be blessed by 

receiving a shawl or lap robe please 
contact Nancy Denardo,  Ann 

Lopretto,   or Ruth Sabo.  If you 
would like to donate items to this 

ministry or would like to learn to knit 
or crochet please contact Ann or 

Ruth.   

 

A  DVD Resource Library 
has been set up in the 
meeting room of the 
annex (next to the 
Secretary’s office). These 
are teaching/learning 
resources that have been 
collected over the years 
by Don Scarborough and 
are being made available 
for anyone interested in 
them. There will be a sign
-out sheet located there 
to keep a record of those 
DVDs being checked out. 
There are leader guides 
also available with many 
of the DVDs.   This can 
be a valuable tool to help 
you improve your 
knowledge of the 
Scriptures. 

 

Pray Day Monday How exciting it is to know that Our Heavenly Father longs to hear our voice and 

eagerly waits for us to  commune with Him!  What an honor and privilege to come   before Him on 

behalf of our church family.  Pray Day Monday was initiated by the Church Leaders to take one day per 

week  to specifically pray for our church leadership, finances and ministries.   We know that prayer is a 

priority of all Christians, but many times the needs  of the church are forgotten to be included in our 

daily prayer life.  So the church leadership has asked the church family to set aside a day that the 

needs of the church may be lifted up to the Lord.   Please covet with the church leaders to set aside 

Mondays to earnestly seek the Lord for direction and guidance concerning the workings and needs of 

our church.   

Prayer 

 Circle  

 Ministry 

Our Church’s Prayer Circle is 
now operating using the One 
Call Tell All system for prayer 

requests.   Call  Carol See at 412 
596-2930. We have  faithful 

and dedicated prayer partners 
who know and believe in the  

importance of prayer. We know 
that prayer does work.  If you 
have questions please feel free 
to call me, Carol See, anytime. 

May the Lord bless this  
ministry.   

.   

Free Blood Pressure  
Screening.    Make healthier 

choices and  reduce your 
risk.  Know your BP 

numbers!  WHEN:  Second 
Sunday of each month  

WHERE: Welcome Center / 
Port Vue UMC      

Wellness 
Committee 
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In Memory of:  Given by: 

Edna Wardropper Tom Wardropper 

Betty Albrighton John & RaeAnne  Bosnyak      *Given to the Good Samaritan Food Pantry” 

 

 Norma Cooper 

Lu Koon 

Evelyn Lickley 

Lucille Morningstar 

Irene Myers 

Marge Osterman 

Janice Randolph 

Harry West 

Virginia Winters  

Do You have a child that struggles with social skills?  We have just the group for you.  The social skills 

group here at Port Vue United Methodist Church is a parent run program that helps kids 

learn everything from how to handle an argument to how to practice good hygiene. 

Monthly sessions for ages 4-8 and ages 9-13.   Want to know more?  Contact Traci and 412-

980-7411 or tracimayah@yahoo.com 

1 Kay Borzi 

1 Walt See 

1 Cara Geschke 

1 Adeline Ziak 

4 Benjamin Marker 

9 Mark Brennen 

10 Sue Cookson 

10 Dennis Saputo Jr. 

10 Paul Potersnak 

10 Charlie Besong 

10 Luke Riley IV 

12 Chris Salter 

13 Renee Tatrai 

14 Holly Jacobs-Huff 

15 Joshua Evans 

16 Lucille Morn-
ingstar 

16 Nathan Kulka 

16 AJ Hart 

19 Jody Dausey 

19 Josie Kost 

22 Dawn Riley 

24 Moriah Rokicki 

25 Amanda Kovesdy 

25 Kylie Briggs 

26 Lesa Baccile 

26 Jessica Pociask 

27 John Kampman 

Jerry Morgan 

28 Michael Ravida 

30 Holly Karnes 

30 Blaze Bartko 

Start your Advent season off right by attending the EFACC Christmas 

concert, The Perfect Light.  We will be presenting our celebration of 

Christ coming on Friday, December 6 and Saturday, December 7 at 7:30 

and Sunday, December 8 at 3:00. The concert will be held at the Elizabeth Forward High 

School. Students from the surrounding area will also be participating.  Presale tickets 

are 8.00 for adults and 6.00 for seniors and students. They are 2.00 more at the door. On 

Saturday night, Children 12 and under will be free with the purchase of adult ticket(s). A portion of our 

ticket sale goes to Meals on Wheels of Elizabeth. 

6 Blasé & Diane Bartko 

11 Mike & Mary Ellen Yanity 

14 Bernie & Ann Lopretto 

23 Ed & Val Camic 

We are in the final phases of procuring a vendor to replace the roof top units HVAC for the 

Welcome center, Nursery and Fellow ship hall and in addition, a ductless system for the 

Halverson Room.  The doors on the Preschool are planned to be replaced by the end of the year.  



“Tom” Telephone Outreach Ministry 

Our GOAL is to offer support by 
discussing your health issues or 
questions that you may have, 
especially-but not only-when you or a 
family member were recently sent 
home from a hospital, rehab, skilled 
nursing facility or even after 
outpatient ambulatory surgery.   

WE ARE WAITING TO HEAR FROM 
YOU!!!! 

If you let the church know that you 
have been admitted to the hospital, 
please expect one of the nurses from 
the Wellness Committee to telephone 
you when you are home. One out of 
every 5 people who are discharged 
from the hospital is readmitted within 
30 days and we would like to be 
available to discuss any questions or 
concerns you may have after your 
hospital discharge.  If you do not want 
us to call that is alright, but we want to 
reach out in case there is something 
we can be helpful with. The Wellness 
Committee can also arrange a home 
cooked meal available to help lessen 
the challenge of recuperating after 
discharge 

Call our TOM TEAM of PVUMC 
Wellness Committee  Suzanne Evans 
RN at 412-913-5825 or  Norma Saputo RN 
at 412-860-6768 
If you get a voice mail, be sure to leave 
your name, call back number, and 
reason for call. Someone will call you 
back ASAP. 

  

  

  

 

Youth Sunday School meets 

each Sunday from 10:00am-

10:50am.  Children ages 

preschool-6th grade are 

welcome!  We hope to see you 

there! 

Please be sure to register 

your children before leaving 

them in our care.  Also, 

please escort your child to 

and from the classroom each 

week to ensure a safe drop off 

and pick up.   

 Adult Sunday School takes 

place as the same 

time!  Please feel free to stay 

and participate!   

The 22nd will be our Youth Group 

Christmas Party      

 Looking forward to seeing you all!!   

15 

 

December is an exciting time for preschool! 

Our "Christmas Around the World "program 

will be Wednesday, December 18th for all 4-

year-old classes. Morning class will start at 

9:30AM and the afternoon class will start at 

1:00PM. All 3-year-old classes will have one combined 

"Oh Holy Night" Christmas program on Thursday, De-

cember 19th at 9:30 AM. After the program, all classes will 

go into the fellowship hall for our Christmas party. At this 

time, the preschool children and staff would like to wish 

everyone a wonderful, blessed Christmas. 

Deeply Rooted, Upward Reaching 

The WPAUMC Camping & Retreat Ministries 

 

There is nothing more important for our church right now than to 

build on the faith formation and leadership development that is hap-

pening at our camping and retreat ministries as we provide exceptional 

facilities and expand accessibility to all who desire to be part of our 

programs where God is clearly proclaimed.  The WPAUMC Camping 

and Retreat Ministries of our UM connection is vital in providing a val-

uable ministry to our youth and adults in these two areas.  

 

Because of the need to make camping and retreat programs more fi-

nancially accessible to all as well as enhancing the facilities of our 6 

WPAUMC sites, starting in January 2020,  

I will share more information at our  worship services about this im-

portant effort.  

 

I pray that your commitment to ministry will encourage you to become 

involved and excited about “Deeply Rooted, Upward Reaching Cam-

paign”. 

 

Suzanne Evans 

Congregational Leader  

STARTING JANUARY 2020 

Wellness Committee has a NEW DAY  

and TIME for our monthly meetings!!! 

We will meet monthly on the  

THIRD WEDNESDAY @ 6 PM! 

 

All are welcome and we hope you join us.  

We are especially in need of someone that has experience in the field of 

SOCIAL WORK.  

Remember ANYONE that has an interest in Wellness of our minds, bod-

ies, and spirit can participate on this committee.  

 

Prayerfully,  

Wellness Committee  


