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Port Vue UMC Purpose, Mission & 
Vision 
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Purpose:  The purpose of Port Vue 
UMC is to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the 
world.   

 

Mission: We are a compassionate 
community of faith striving to worship, 
pray and grow as we serve God 
together.  

 

Vision: With God’s guidance, we will 
grow into an exceptionally welcoming 
and diverse community embodying the 
love of Jesus for all. 

Facebook:  Port Vue United Methodist Church 

Website: www.portvueumc.com   

  

The office is registered with KDKA, WTAE and WPXI for event 

closings.  Please turn to these channels for closing information. 

Preschool  continues to follow the South Allegheny Closing 

Schedule.  

 

Upper Rooms Devotionals are  available in the back of the 

Sanctuary.  

 

Newsletter articles due in the office on or before the 18th of each 

month.   

   

VAN PICK UP Please call the office and schedule for van pick up 

for Sunday  Service before Thursday noon 

 

Port Vue United    Methodist Church 
1565 Washington Boulevard 
McKeesport, PA 15133 
Phone: 412-672-7289 
Fax: 412-672-5353 

E-mail: portvueumc@gmail.com 
 Return Service Requested 
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Proverbs 29:18 

"Where there is no VISION, the people perish." 

Proverbs 19:21 

"Many are the plans of man's heart, but it is the Lord's purpose that pre-
vails."  

Romans 8:28 

"We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, 
who are called according to his purpose." 

There is a story about a golfer whose errant shot ended up in the rough right on top of an ant hill.  

He squared off, took a big swing and missed. Thousands of innocent ants were killed. So he took 

another big swing... and missed again. Another wave of ants were destroyed. By the time, panic 

stricken insects were running everywhere. One ant finally took charge. "Follow me," he cried with 

authority. Another ant yelled, "But where are we going?" Then, pointing at the golf ball sitting in 

front of them, the leader ant cried, "There.... that's where we're going. If we don't get ON THE BALL 

we're going to die!" 

This story makes us think about church. For any church to survive and grow and do great things for the king-

dom of God, it must GET ON THE BALL. That is to say it must know WHERE it's going... and, more im-

portantly, WHY it's going there. In other words, it must have a VISION as the book of Proverbs says, "Where 

there is no VISION, the people perish." People want to join a church that has a clear VISION. When a church 

communicates its VISION, people are eager to get on board.  

 

We thank God that we have a God-given Vision for our church: 

With God's guidance, we will grow into an exceptionally welcoming  
and diverse community embodying the love of Jesus for all. 

 
Yes, this is our vision of the church. And I hope we all now know this vision by heart. In this new year of 2020 

we will continue to move forward to fulfill the vision God has given to us. Then the question comes to mind, 

"What do we need to do in order for us to fulfill our God-given VISION for this new year?" 

 

This question reminds me of the following story:  

Years ago a young black boy was growing up in Cleveland, Ohio in a home which he later described 

as "materially poor.... but spiritually rich." One day a then famous athlete by the name of Charlie 

Paddock came to his school to speak to the students. At the time Paddock was considered "the fast-

est human being alive." As part of his presentation Paddock told the children, "Listen! What do you 

want to be? Whatever it is, you name it and then believe that God will help you become it." That lit-

tle boy listened with rapt attention and decided right then and there that he too wanted to be the 

fastest human being on earth so, he went to his track coach and told him of his dream. His coach 

said, "It's great to have a dream, son, but to attain your dream you must build a 'ladder' to it. Here 

is the 'ladder' to your dreams. It has four 'rungs.'    

The first rung is DETERMINIATION! And the second rung is DEDICATION! The third rung is DIS-

CIPLINE! And the fourth rung is ATTITUDE!"   

           CONTINUED   



As a result of all that motivation, this little boy climbed each of those rungs. In fact, years later 

he went on to win four gold medals in the 1936 Berlin Olympics. He won the 100-meter dash and 

broke both the Olympic and world records for the 200 meters . He set a broad jump record at 

those games that lasted for twenty-four years. You may know the name of this man. Yes, his 

name was Jesse Owens.  

 

My friends, we have asked a question, "What do we need to do in order for us to fulfill our God-given VI-

SION for this new year?"  Well, we need four 'rungs' from you.  We need YOUR: 

DETERMINATION!  Please think seriously about these questions: "What is God calling me to be in this 

new year? What ministries and services should I be doing this year?" And let us determine to answer 

this call of God! 

DEDICATION!  Let us dedicate ourselves to God and God's church by offering our time, talents and re-

sources! 

SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE!  Let us take more time this year to spend with God by prayer, by meditating on 

God's words, and by serving others! 

POSITIVE ATTITUDE!  Let us have a more positive attitude toward what God is calling our church to be 

and do and support your church, trusting that "all things work together for good for those who love 

God, who are called according to his purpose!" 

And as we are encouraged to offer our four 'rungs' this year—DETERMINATION, DEDICATION, SPIR-

ITUAL DISCIPLINE, POSITIVE ATTITUDE— let us surrender all our ministry plans, dreams, and goals to 

God and trust more in His grace. Because whatever plans, dreams or goals we have this year, it is God who 

accomplishes them, not us. We absolutely need God's grace. Grace is the "HOW" behind every "WHAT" 

that we do! 

 

My dear friends, as we press forward to fulfill our God-given vision in this new year of 2020, we will, even-

tually, become the church of Jesus Christ, trying so hard together to embody the being of Jesus that some-

day people who come and meet us Port Vue UMC would say, "I have seen Jesus, because I have seen you." 

May it be so!  Amen.  

 

Pastor Hyung-Suk Joe 

It’s Still About Your Church   
 
 Jan 8, 2020 | Arkansas United Methodist    By Gary E. Mueller 
Bishop of the Arkansas Annual Conference 
 
I am ready to admit something I’ve been in denial about for a long time. Even though I’ve invested a great 
deal of blood, sweat and tears trying, I simply cannot fix what’s broken in the United Methodist Church. I 
can’t fix the polarization that now imprisons us. I can’t fix the outcome of this May’s General Conference. And 
I can’t fix the uncertainty we face as a church. 

Even more significantly, the Holy Spirit has helped me realize I don’t have to fix the church. It belongs to Je-
sus, and he’s got it covered. This doesn’t mean I’m stepping back, shrugging my shoulders and saying, “It’s 
going to be what it’s going to be.” Rather, I will be focusing on what Jesus is calling every United Methodist 
congregation in Arkansas to do – becoming the most Jesus loving, disciple-making and sharing Jesus’ love 
church you can be. 

I love the United Methodist Church and the way of being Christian it shares. But ultimately, local congrega-
tions matter more than denominations – even our beloved United Methodist denomination. People need 
your local church, not a denomination. Your community needs your local church, not a denomination. And 
most importantly, Jesus needs your local church, not a denomination. 

This means the single most pressing task is enabling your church that has a unique location, is filled with a 
unique group of people and possesses a unique history to become the church Jesus wants you to be – a vital 
congregation that makes disciples of Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and sent to transform lives, 
communities and the world. 

Embrace your identity. Your church is literally the Body of Christ. So act like it! Love Jesus, follow Jesus, grow 
in Jesus, be transformed in Jesus and share Jesus in ways that make it clear whose you are. Get serious about 
investing in those things that form you as the Body of Christ: prayer, Bible study, involving people in inten-
tional discipling groups and reaching out to your neighborhood in ways that touch real people in real ways 
with real love. 

Live out your purpose. Jesus uses your church, and the disciples in it, to continue his mission of making disci-
ples, forming disciples, and equipping and sending disciples to transform lives, communities and the world. 
Help people discover their spiritual gifts, bless them and then unleash them in your congregation and into 
the mission field that begins right outside the doors of your sanctuary. 

Demonstrate the difference Jesus makes. Almost every congregation has figured out how to thrive with a di-
verse group of people who have perspectives that are diametrically opposed. Don’t see this as a problem; see 
it as a wonderful opportunity to show how Jesus brings together people who normally wouldn’t give each 
other the time of day. Keep people worshiping together on the same pew, praying together, studying togeth-
er, serving together and caring for each other. 

I want to be absolutely clear about something that some people may consider to be a scandalous idea. Yet I 
am convicted of its truth. The future of your church is not dependent upon what happens in the United Meth-
odist Church. Don’t let the uncertainty, or brokenness, paralyze you. Move ahead boldly and confidently. 
Your church will still be part of the Body of Christ. Your church will still make disciples of Jesus Christ. Your 
church will still form deeper disciples. And your church will still equip and send disciples to transform lives, 
communities and the world. 

The painful reality is that we United Methodist Christians face an uncertain future. As Jesus leads us toward 
it, I want you to know something. I consider it an honor and a privilege to walk with you. I believe in you. I 
trust you. And, most importantly, I love you 

CONTINUED 

https://arumc.org/category/arkansas-united-methodist/


Trustees Corner February 2020 

 

 This year the Trustees hope to complete a few projects around the church and parsonage. 

The roof top HVAC systems should be operational soon. 

The custodian’s closet needs a ceiling installed. It is open to the space below the roof, and could use 

better lighting. 

We still have a few windows in the annex that need replaced. (Secretary’s office, pastor’s office and the 

conference room.)  

The parking lots need the cracks filled and sealed. 

The parsonage driveway should be sealed again to insure longevity. 

The roof on the storage shed between the church and office needs flashing added to prevent water from 

leaking into the storage area. 

There are 3 ceilings that need some patchwork. (Kitchen, Youth Room, and the entrance to the Sanctu-

ary) If anyone feels led to help us out it would be greatly appreciated. Materials will be provided. 

Coming for Lent! JESUS : by Max Lucado  

Join us for this series on the humanity and life of our Lord.  

 

Jesus all God, all man. We will be studying the human side of His earthly experiences.  

For thirty-three years, Jesus felt everything that we have ever felt: weakness, weariness, rejections. He got 

colds. His feelings got hurt. His feet grew tired. His head ached. He hit his thumb with a hammer. This six-

session video Bible study, will inspire participants to spend time at the foot of the cross and search the 

heart of the one who would rather die for them than live without them. Each session will be followed by a 

group discussion time.  

Come, join us for what promises to be an enlightening and unique look at Jesus' life and ministry!  

 

This 6-week series will begin on Wednesday, March 4th, 2020 and conclude on Wednesday, April 8th. All 

sessions will begin at 7:00 pm.  

  

 

 

 Centering Prayer Study and Practice    

 

Prayer is the essence of the spiritual life. Although we know that, we often find ourselves neglecting prayer 
because of something else to do. We always seem to have something more urgent to do than prayer. 

   The issue is whether we can spend daily time with God and so build a real, intimate relationship with 
him. Jesus invites us to set aside a time each day, even ten minutes a day, to be alone with God in prayer 
which is "the only one necessary thing" (Luke 10:42) because prayer is something that helps us to bring God 
back again and again to the center of our life, and because prayer is, as Henri Nouwen says, "living with 
God here and now."  

   There will be an opportunity to learn about Centering Prayer. Centering Prayer is a silent Christian pray-
er practice for consenting to the presence and action of the divine Indwelling. It is a method that renews 
the Christian tradition of silence, solitude, and simplicity in opening and deepening one's relationship with 
God.  

   Centering Prayer Study and Practice will be provided on Fridays at 7:00 p.m., beginning in February 28 
for 6 weeks at church. If there is anyone who is interested in this study and practice, please call the church 
office (412-672-7289). 

The kitchen will be cleaned on Monday & Tuesday February 17th & 18th.  All bowls or 

storage containers in the kitchen must be retrieved and taken home by February 15th.  

Any containers left in the kitchen and not taken home will be donated to the Flea 

Market. 

 

Anyone using he kitchen , do not leave left over food for others to have in the freezer, 

refrigerator or on the counter.  All food brought into the kitchen should be marked 

with your name and date. 

  

 

 

PVUMC, FAMOUS, SOUP SALE  

Cost is $8.00 per quart 

Wedding Soup or Stuffed Pepper Soup 

Delivery Date: Thursday, February 27th from 11am-3pm 

Order form on the Welcome Center or call the office  

 at 412-672-7289   (MUST PRE-PAY FOR YOUR ORDER) 



“Tom” Telephone Outreach Ministry      Our GOAL is to offer support by discussing your health 
issues or questions that you may have, especially-but not only-when you or a family member were 
recently sent home from a hospital, rehab, skilled nursing facility or even after 
outpatient ambulatory surgery.   

WE ARE WAITING TO HEAR FROM YOU!!!!      If you let the church know that you have been 
admitted to the hospital, please expect one of the nurses from the Wellness Committee to 
telephone you when you are home. One out of every 5 people who are discharged from the 
hospital is readmitted within 30 days and we would like to be available to discuss any questions or 
concerns you may have after your hospital discharge.  If you do not want us to call that is alright, 
but we want to reach out in case there is something we can be helpful with. The Wellness 
Committee can also arrange a home cooked meal available to help lessen the challenge of 
recuperating after discharge       Call our TOM TEAM of PVUMC Wellness Committee  Suzanne 
Evans RN at 412-913-5825 or  Norma Saputo RN at 412-860-6768 If you get a voice mail, be sure to 
leave your name, call back number, and reason for call. Someone will call you back ASAP. 

WRAPPED IN LOVE MINISTRY 

Over the last couple of years we have given between 75 and 100 lap robes and/or prayer shawls 
away. The commitment of the knitters and crocheters in our group is amazing.  As you know each 
item is hand made and takes time and dedication to complete.  Right now our supply is very low but 
the girls are working to build the inventory up again.  Because of this shortage we will not be able to 
keep a supply at the church any longer.  But lap robes and prayer shawls will still be available to 
those who are in need, it may take alittle longer to get them.  If you know of someone who is in need of comfort and 
prayer, please contact Ruth Sabo, Nancy Denardo, Ann Lopretto or the church secretary.  We will do our best to 
keep suppling them as needed.   
 
Also, some of our group, working along with the McKeesport Library Knitters group, have once again during this 
holiday season, supplied over 75 hats and dozens of leg warmers to those in need throughout our area.   
 
We would like to thank everyone who has generously given monetary contributions to help us purchase yarn and to 
everyone who  works diligently to supply all that is needed.  

Jr. Church News 

The Jr. Church kids were busy spreading Christmas cheer all December long! 

 They donated treats, toys, blankets and supplies to the White Oak Animal Shelter.  

The kids also donated hygiene bags to the 9th street kitchen in partnership with the food pantry’s bath 

towel ministry last month. 

The Senior Care Plaza received a dose of holiday cheer with handmade cards from the kids and the chil-

dren who attended the community Christmas party. 

We were able to supply Grove Nursing Home with gifts and cards for residents who were unable to spend 

the holidays with loved ones this year. 

Lastly, all the children of the church were recognized by the Tree of Life Synagogue last month for their 

card ministry in the wake of the tragedy that occurred there last year.  Great job guys!! 

A note from the Treasurer: 

Please allow 5 -7 business days for a check to be printed for your request. Thank you 

 
Beginning Balance of the General Fund for December is  negative   $2,886.06    
Income        $27,109.94 
Expenses    $20,477.49 
Balance of the General Fund as of the end of December is positive $3,746.39 
 

Balance DUE on the Mortgage as of the end of December: $19,211.04 

RightNow Media 

From the Port Vue Web site portvueumc.org- be sure to check the Resources tab and 

RightNow Media.  All Port Vue UMC members, visitors and other participants are also 

entitled to free, quality Bible Studies and Children’s videos.  Once you set up an account these videos can 

be watched on a cell phone, tablet, computer or TV using the Roku or Chromecast services.  This provide a 

source of quality Christian programming for both adults and children. 

Monthly Lectio Divina prayer group meeting will resume at 7:00pm in January 24th. For 6 
months starting January 24th, we will use a DVD study “THAT WE NAY BE ONE: Christian non-
duality” by Fr. Thomas Keating.   
In July 2016 Fr. Thomas sat in conversation with a few friends at St. Bendict's Monstery in 
Snowmass, Colorado in a intimate and wide-ranging conversation on a timely subject of 

non-duality from a Christian perspective. Though this term has not generally been associated 
with the Christian Tradition, in fact, its essence runs throughout the New Testament, most prom-
inently in the Gospel of John and the Letters of Paul. Opening to the Divine Indwelling through 
practicing Centering Prayer is the consent to God's presence and action within us. This separate-
self sense gradually evolves into the conviction of self in God. 

Session 1  The Western and Scriptural Models of Spirituality  
Session 2  The Invitation of the Christian Contemplative Tradition Beyond Rational  Consciousness  
Session 3  The Self and Evolving Consciousness  
Session 4  Christian Non-Duality and Unity Consciousness  
Session 5  The Present Moment and All That Is  
Session 6  Fallen, Beloved and Surrendered 

New Sunday School Class 

"Powerful... When is the last time someone used that word to describe you? It doesn't make sense that 

almighty God would have children characterized by fear and insecurity. Sadly, most believers in churches 

are known for talent or intellect rather than supernatural power. Could it be that we have forgotten the one 

who distinguishes us from every religion and cult in the world? Through solid scriptural support and 

compelling narrative, author and pastor, Francis Chan returns us to the Holy Spirit as the Bible describes 

Him. Offering a compelling invitation to understand, embrace, and follow the Holy Spirit's direction in our 

lives, Remembering the Forgotten God is designed to help us move beyond our 

habits of neglect and pursue a life defined by the Spirit of God. Join us as we 

start this 7-week Bible study in celebration of the Lenten season, starting 

February 16th at 10 a.m. Sign up sheets will be available at the Community 

Center or contact Meagan Donnelly at (412)482-4141 for more information." 

https://portvueumc.org/


Electronic Giving 

We now have a new, easy-to use system for electronic donations, using the PushPay service!  This new service can be accessed 

from the church website portvueumc.org or from your cell phone.  You can choose to donate from your checking account, 

debit card or credit card. 

Why choose eGiving? 

Simplifies giving, especially for those who already pay bills or donate to other ministries electronically.  

Provides an immediate donation receipt by email. 

Provides a personal record of your giving, available at any time. 

Simplifies record keeping for the church by reducing manual data entry and bank deposits. 

Facilitates regular or recurring donations, planting seeds in the ministries of Port Vue UMC! 

Starting From the Church Website - portvueumc.org 

Click Donate (tab near upper right), then click DONATE NOW. 

Starting From a Phone 

Text PORTVUEUMC to 77977 

Click the link in the response. 

Donate  (Have your credit card or bank information handy) 

Enter the amount 

Select One Time Gift or Recurring Gift  ___NEXT___ 

Enter Name, Email, address ___NEXT___ 

Enter credit card or bank account. ___NEXT___ 

PushPay will text a confirmation # for you to enter to confirm your donation. 

God's people have always been characterized by giving, but the way they've given has 
changed over time. For example, people no longer bring goats, sheep, calves and grain to 
God as they did in the Old Testament. Giving money is simpler, cleaner and theologically 
sounder since Jesus has made the ultimate sacrifice. As the way that money is exchanged 
changes, we at Port Vue UMC are extending our members and those who regularly attend 

the church a new way to offer their financial gifts to God. 
 

Anyone who would like to give to Port Vue UMC online is welcome to do so through the Push Pay Pro-
gram. Setting up is easy as you see the direction below, and you don't have to worry about remembering 
to bring your envelope or write a check. It will really change your life and perhaps your perspective on 
giving. As someone who both has given electronically and by check, I can tell you that this new year I 
have switched to all online. My giving is much more consistent, helping me to be faithful to my covenant 
with God and the church. I know that it helps our ministries have necessary funds on hand whether we 
are present on Sunday. So I encourage you to give it a try,  considering giving your gift of funds for minis-
try in a way that offers the gift of financial stability as well.  
 

At our Port Vue UMC we'll continue to take an offering during the service for people who prefer to give by 
cash or check. For those who'd rather offer electronically, though, giving through the Push Pay Program is 
an option.  
 

Giving is an important aspect of the Christian life. After all, Luke records that Jesus himself said, "It is 
more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35). At Port Vue UMC, we want to encourage all members 
and friends to pray about giving and give as God leads them. For those who prefer an online way to give, 
please follow the direction below.           Hyung-Suk Joe 

Soup Delivery 11-3 

 7 Centering Prayer 

Study and Practice 

https://portvueumc.org/


In Memory of:  Given by: 

Ethel Jones                         Russel Jones 
        Tom Hagan 
        Sherri Waugh 
         Bill  & Anne Wahrenberger 
        Ellen Shumber 
         
Shirley Pikula       Nick & Nancy Denardo 
        Jerry & Kem Morgan 
        James Edinboro 
 
Tom Wardropper              Nick & Nancy Denardo 
        Jerry & Kem Morgan 
       Tom Riley 
       Tom Hagan 

Prayer  Circle   Ministry 

Our Church’s Prayer Circle is now operating using the One Call Tell All system for prayer 
requests.   Call  Carol See at 412 596-2930. We have  faithful and dedicated prayer partners who know and 
believe in the  importance of prayer. We know that prayer does work.  If you have questions please feel free 
to call me, Carol See, anytime. May the Lord bless this  ministry.   

Youth Sunday School meets each Sunday from 10:00am-10:50am.  Children ages preschool-6th 

grade are welcome!  We hope to see you there! 

Please be sure to register your children before leaving them in our care.  Also, please escort your 

child to and from the classroom each week to ensure a safe drop off and pick up.   

 Adult Sunday School takes place as the same time!  Please feel free to stay and participate!   

Do You have a child that struggles with social skills?  We have just the group for you.  The 

social skills group here at Port Vue United Methodist Church is a parent run program that 

helps kids learn everything from how to handle an argument to how to practice good hygiene. 

Monthly sessions for ages 4-8 and ages 9-13.   Want to know more?  Contact Traci at              

412-980-7411 or racimayah@yahoo.com 

Volunteer  9th Street Community Kitchen Every Thursday a hot dinner is provided free to 

anyone needing a meal at the 9th Street Community kitchen located in the old YWCA in McKeesport. On 

the 2nd Thursday each month volunteers from our church provide homemade desserts and help serve 

the meal from 4-6 pm. If you are interested in helping please contact Nancy Denardo,  Suzanne Evans, 

Donna Orris or Val Camic.  

To the recipients of our newsletter: 

We would like to inform you that Ethel Jones has gone to be with the Lord and her articles and music in 

Victory in Jesus will no longer be published.  We thank God for Ethels dedication to writing a monthly article. 

It will be greatly missed.  

Happy New Year from Preschool. Our preschoolers collected 69 

can goods for the food pantry as our community service project. 

Way to go, preschoolers!  

VOLUNTEER NEEDED9TH Street Free Clinic needs a greeter/receptionist to greet patients and hand them 

paperwork to fill out before their appointment. NO MEDICAL EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. If you have a 

friendly,  outgoing personality and like to talk to people, please prayerfully consider helping staff the desk 

on Thursdays afternoons. The clinic is open from 12noon to 7pm. Any hours you can give would 

be appreciated. Contact Nancy Denardo and she will put you in touch with Mary Markle at the 

clinic. 



 Norma Cooper 

Lu Koon 

Evelyn Lickley 

Lucille Morningstar 

Irene Myers 

Marge Osterman 

Janice Randolph 

Harry West 

Virginia Winters  

January 

1 Hillary Jamison 

2 Tony Turkovic 

5 Pat Brimacombe 

8 Dan Lopretto 

9 Chaise Pocask 

11 Bob Serena 

11 Kevin Minich 

11 Jessie Opfar 

11 Ice Gentry 

12 Rich Harris 

13 Rosemary Blaha 

14 Lynne Hays 

14 Kevin Opfar Sr 

14 Sheila Walsh 

15 Charles Morgan 

15 Bennett Morgan 

16 Cathy Schultz 

16 Norma Saputo 

18 Brett Morgan 

19 Nicole Schneider 

19 Ivy Donnelly 

20 Eileen Jamison 

20 Chris Scarborough 

22 Jennifer Chiaverini 

22 Aaron Didjunas 

26 Carol Salter 

26 Kara Deliman 

29 Bob Pope 

30 Bill Wahrenberger 

30 Kennedy Lawson 

31 Jack Blaha 

31 Susan Wahrenberger 

February 

2 Jeremy Bennett 

2 Cora Tokar 

2 Ryan Kulka 

3 Traci Koon 

4 Gerry Scarborough 

4 Connor Evans 

5 Haylee Opfar 

6 Ed Hart 

8 Justin Mulholland 

8 Joshua Potersnak 

10 Amy Hvozdik 

12 Kem Morgan 

14 Carol See 

15 Benjamin Bartko 

17 Jayne Katrick 

17 Terri Lippzer 

17 Kevin Opfar Jr 

18 Maureen Mort 

18 Kassady Burke 

20 Vicki Underwood 

20 Suzanne Evans 

21 Mary Ellen Yanity 

21 Jeha Joe 

21 Jaxon Deliman 

25 Dawn Hvozdik 

26 Harley Kalo 

27 Maxxine Richards 

January 

4 Edward & Sue Cookson 

16 Larry & Sandy Szalankiewicz 

27 John & Joni Borkowski 

29 Dan & Mary Geschke 

30 Luke & Dawn Riley 

February 

2 Dan & Jody Dausey 

4 Tom & Jane Riley 

14 Kevin & Lisa Opfar 

27 Mike & Carol Salter 

Deeply Rooted, Upward Reaching 

The WPAUMC Camping & Retreat Ministries 

 

There is nothing more important for our church right now than to build on the faith formation and leader-

ship development that is happening at our camping and retreat ministries as we provide exceptional facili-

ties and expand accessibility to all who desire to be part of our programs where God is clearly pro-

claimed.  The WPAUMC Camping and Retreat Ministries of our UM connection is vital in providing a valu-

able ministry to our youth and adults in these two areas.  

Because of the need to make camping and retreat programs more financially accessible to all as well as en-

hancing the facilities of our 6 WPAUMC sites, starting in January 2020,  

I will share more information at our  worship services about this important effort.  

I pray that your commitment to ministry will encourage you to become involved and excited about “Deeply 

Rooted, Upward Reaching Campaign”.  

Suzanne Evans,      Congregational Leader  

STARTING JANUARY 2020 

Wellness Committee has a NEW DAY  

and TIME for our monthly meetings!!! 

We will meet monthly on the  

THIRD WEDNESDAY @ 6 PM! 

All are welcome and we hope you join us.  

We are especially in need of someone that has experience in the field of SOCIAL WORK.  

Remember ANYONE that has an interest in Wellness of our minds, bodies, and spirit can participate on 

this committee.  

Prayerfully,  

Wellness Committee  

 Rise Against Hunger  Saturday, February 29, 2020 10:00 AM 
Where: Christ UMC,100 Lincoln St, Youngwood, Pa 15697 Cost: $10 per person for 8 years of 

age and older. No childcare available. Minimum registration of 30 persons is required for the event to take 
place. Payment Methods: Paypal or Check (make check payable to Greensburg District and mark Rise 
Against Hunger on the memo line), addressed to the Greensburg District Office, 307 Freeport Street, 
Delmont PA 15626. Payment must be received prior to event. No payments will be accepted day of event.   

 

The Greensburg District is proud to support the mission and ministry of Rise Against Hunger. This 
opportunity to assemble over 10,000 meals will be open to all clergy (active and retired), and all laity (children 
and adults), of the Greensburg District. Bring a carload from your church! Join us in this mission engagement 
that "feeds the body and soul" through our partnership with Rise Against Hunger. After the meals are 
assembled, we will have a light lunch and fellowship together. The fellowship time will include a "grab-bag 
gift exchange." Once the registration date has closed, all persons who have registered will be contacted with 
details about the gift exchange. Our time together will conclude around 2:30 p.m. We are looking forward to 
being with you! If you are unable to join us, your financial contribution towards offsetting the overall cost 
(approximately $3000) of providing 10,000 meals will be appreciated.  



 January Needed Item of the Month 

will be Cereal 

A  DVD Resource Library has been set up in the meeting room of the annex (next to the 
Secretary’s office). These are teaching/learning resources that have been collected over the 
years by Don Scarborough and are being made available for anyone interested in them. 

There will be a sign-out sheet located there to keep a record of those DVDs being checked out. There are leader 
guides also available with many of the DVDs.   This can be a valuable tool to help you improve your knowledge of 
the Scriptures. 

Free Blood Pressure  Screening.  

   Make healthier choices and  reduce your risk.  Know your BP numbers!   

WHEN:  Second Sunday of each month  WHERE: Welcome Center / Port Vue UMC      Wellness 
Committee 

UNITE AND IGNITE: a time unity, revival and renewal 

Sometimes the ways of the world become so difficult and discouraging. We find our-

selves wondering in the desert searching for the oasis where there is life giving water. 

Our spirit yearns for a drink from the well of the living water. There are many times in 

our lives when we need to come and drink of that water. 

On May 13-17, we will welcome back to our church the Rev. John Zimmerman and Chris-

tine Zimmerman to lead us in a time of renewal and revival. 

The event will start on Wednesday, May 13. We will have a pot luck dinner at 5:30pm followed by a time 

of praise and worship at 6:30 and the John and Christine will teach/preach at 7. 

Thursday afternoon and evening will be focused on the youth. As plans and time are worked out for this, 

we will update. 

Friday evening we will have praise and worship time at 6:30 and at 7:00 will be time for preach/teach by 

John and Christine. 

Saturday we will begin with a continental breakfast followed by a teaching session. We will break for 

lunch which will be provided and then have an afternoon teaching time. We will come back at 6:30 for 

praise and worship and then teaching at 7. 

We will conclude our time at Sunday worship. We will update with more information on this as decisions 

are made.  

I believe God has ordained this time for us to come together as a church body to unite ourselves, to be 

refreshed and to be blessed so that we can move out into the community and continue our work there to 

those who need to know the love of Jesus Christ. I hope each member of our church will be in prayer 

about this and ask God to show you what your part is in the special time together. May we be one in the 

Spirit.  

If you have any question s or you would like to help in the planning of this event, please contact Ruth 

Sabo at 412-751-6274. 

Hello Port Vue Church, 
The SPPRC committee appreciates all the help we received this past year. I stepped down as chairman as 
of December 31, 2019 but will stay on the SPPRC committee. Please continue to present any 
recommendations you may have for the church. They will be presented to the SPPRC committee. My 
prayer is that each of you has a blessed year through Christ our Lord and Savior.  
In God’s Love,  Walt See 

Thank you to all of our wonderful PVUMC cooks that prepared and delivered a meal to 

Marianne and Joe Olack for the 2 weeks after she got home from the hospital. It was greatly 

appreciated.  

Dear Congregation of Port Vue United Methodist Church, 

Which individuals in our communities and churches are facing the greatest challenges in their lives? Most of us 

would say that the answer is our youth. Others would respond that it is our families. 

The WPAUMC Camping and Retreat Ministries are shining stars in producing positive influences on our youth 

and our families. The staff and leaders offer positive role models via small group and relationship based programs 

that teach identity as children of God. Families have the opportunity to move out of their normal routines in order to 

connect with one another. 

Once our “Deeply Rooted and Upward Reaching” Mission is successfully completed with the much needed 

scholarships and upgrades to the camping and retreat facilities, they will be able to provide even stronger 

ministry and will be accessible to more youth and families than ever before!!!  

The need is critical to complete this mission. That is why our PVUMC church council on behalf of our congregation 

has chosen the Challenge Goal. This challenge is for each worshiper to make a financial commitment of $250 which 

may be completed over the next 36 months.  That would be only $6.95 monthly, and only 23 cents per day. We are 

asking every one to respond in helping to reach this goal as their heart leads them. 

You will soon have and opportunity to join in this effort by making your commitment to our Mission. We will be 

seeking your response on Sunday, Feb 9, 2020.  Please prayerfully consider your response to this vital need. 

In Christian Love, 

Pastor Hyung-Suk Joe 


