
Friends,  we are going to be in the season of Advent soon. Advent emphasizes the 
sense of expectant  waiting for something good to happen —waiting for someone 
special  to  come from God. The people of Israel  had heard God's promise that a  

Savior would come, and, as  recorded in the Old Testament,  waited through some of the darkest 
hours of their  nation ’s history for the fulfi l lment of  that promise.  

 

We Christians know that God's  promise was fulfi l led by the coming of Jesus.  We celebrate that  
fulfi l lment at  Christmas,  but  Advent invites  us to  not  only experience the sense of  anticipation 
that precedes Christ's  coming,  but  make our hearts  ready to receive Christ.   

Yes,  we need to be ready;  we need to be alert so that  we will  be able  to  recognize our Lord who 
wants  to be born in us —our Lord in our spouses,  our parents,  our children,  our friends,  our 
neighbors….  

 

Join us for a 5-Week Sermon Series! Starting the Sunday after Thanksgiving and ending with special 
services on Christmas Eve. Mark your calendar to be a part of this special journey with us this Holiday 
Season.  

 

Advent Sermon Series: GOD WITH US BRINGS -  HOPE -  L OVE -  J OY  -  PEAC E  

A remarkable thing happened that first Christmas, just as Isaiah had prophesied 700 years 
earlier – Jesus was born as Immanuel – which means “God with us!” Miraculously, we continue 
in God’s story of love everyday as he promises to never leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).  

This Advent season, join us, and together we will experience God’s grace through the greatest 
gift ever given.  

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 29 -  GOD WITH US BRINGS HOPE  

Advent is actually a season of hope. Advent is not just an extension of Christmas—it is a 
season that links the past, present, and future. Advent looks back in celebration at the hope 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ’s coming, while at the same time looking forward in hopeful and eager 
anticipation to the coming of Christ’s kingdom when He returns for His people. During 
Advent we wait for both—it’s an active, assured, and hopeful waiting.  

 

 

DEC EMBER 6 -  GOD WITH US BRINGS LOVE  

On the second Sunday on our Advent journey of God with Us, we celebrate love. When Jesus 
came into our world as a baby, He was the human embodiment of the gift of God’s love. When 
He came as Immanuel, God with Us, He came as God incarnate—He came as love incarnate.  
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Port Vue UMC Purpose, Mission & 
Vision  - Adopted at Charge Conference 
- November 20, 2016 

Purpose:  The purpose of Port Vue 
UMC is to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the 
world.   

Mission: We are a compassionate 
community of faith striving to worship, 
pray and grow as we serve God 
together. 

Vision: With God’s guidance, we will 
grow into an exceptionally welcoming 
and diverse community embodying the 
love of Jesus for all. 

Facebook:  Port Vue United Methodist Church 

Website: www.portvueumc.org 

Email: portvueumc@gmail.com 

Phone (412) 672-7289 

  

The office is registered with KDKA, WTAE and WPXI for event 

closings.  Please turn to these channels for closing information. 

Preschool  continues to follow the South Allegheny Closing 

Schedule.  

 

Upper Rooms Devotionals are  available in the back of the 

Sanctuary.  

 

Newsletter articles due in the office on or before the 18th of each 

month.   

   

VAN PICK UP Please call the office and schedule for van pick up 

for Sunday  Service before Thursday noon 
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McKeesport, PA 15133 
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Pope Francis - Quote 

 

, “Rivers do not drink their own water; trees do not eat their own fruit;  

the sun does not shine on itself and flowers do not spread their fragrance for themselves.  

Living for others is a rule of nature. We are all born to help each other.  

No matter how difficult it is…Life is good when you are happy;  

but much better when others are happy because of you.”  

Let us all remember then that every changing color of a leaf is beautiful  

and every changing situation of life is meaningful,  

both need very clear vision. So do not grumble or complain,  

let us instead remember that Pain is a sign that we are alive,  

Problems are a sign that we are strong and Prayer is a sign we are not alone!!  

If we can acknowledge these truths and condition our hearts and minds,  

our lives will be more meaningful, different and worthwhile!!   

 

DEC EMBER 13 -  GOW WITH US BRINGS J OY  

Joy is what we are celebrating on the third Sunday of Advent. Joy is boundless and 
uncontainable. Joy overflows, and when you’ve experienced joy, you want to share it with 
someone else—or as many people as you can. Joy bubbles over and touches everyone it comes 
in contact with.   

 

 

 

 

DEC EMBER 20 -  GOD WITH US BRINGS PEAC E  

Christmas is typically, and rightfully, thought of as a season of joy, but it can be a painful season 
for many people. Maybe you’re one of them. What battles do you face today? What pain is 
relentlessly bombarding you as you hunker down in the trenches of life? What darkness haunts 
you even under the twinkling lights, candles, and decorations?  

We may not be able to end the personal, emotional, cultural, or physical wars we are fighting 
this holiday season, but even in those darkest places, we can lean into the God who is with us. 
On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we are focusing on and celebrating peace, the peace that has 

   been brought into our world by Immanuel, God with Us.  

 

  

C HRISTMAS EVE -  DEC MBER 24  

 “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with 
us’)” (Matthew 1:22–23). 

The Christmas story is a powerful story, filled with wonder and miracles and very real life. It is 
the story of God with Us, Jesus come to earth as the most wonderful gift of all eternity. As we 
have walked through various parts of the Christmas story these past four weeks, we have 
explored the intersection of God with Us in the lives of real people who played a role in His 
arrival. And we have seen that as He brought hope, love, joy, and peace into their lives in very 

                real ways, He will do the same for us today.  

 

Grace and peace!  

Pastor Hyung-Suk Joe 

   
 



December 13th  White Gift Sunday 

 White Gift Sunday dates back to 1904 in Ohio. The wife of a Methodist minister and her two daughters came up with 
the idea of giving gifts wrapped in white paper at Christmas time to people in need. 

Gifts are wrapped in white so that they will be anonymous. People who can only give a little will not be embarrassed. 
There is a Chinese tradition where all the people gave their king a gift wrapped in plain white paper so that every gift 
would look the same. People gave the king what they were able, and the king welcomed them all. 

The White Gift shares in the spirit of Christ and the God of love at Christmas. We give gifts of love to people in need. 
These gifts are often nonperishable food items that are distributed to people in the community. 

White Gift Sunday celebrates the stewardship of God’s love and giving at the time of year when we remember the 
coming of the King of Kings. 

Prayer of Dedication of White Gifts 

Holy God, you are the giver of all gifts; you know each need and hear each prayer. We come today with these gifts that 
we give in Christ’s spirit of love and justice. Use these gifts and use our lives for the building of your kingdom in your 
world. These things we pray in the name of Jesus; Amen 

Nov 29 First Sunday of Advent 
Dec 6   Second Sunday of Advent 
Dec 13  3rd Sunday of Advent / White Gift Sunday     
Dec 20   4th Sunday of Advent  
Dec  20    Pick up preorders from Cookie Sale 11:00-12:00  
Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Services 5:30 & 7:30                      

2020 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

This message is to update you on our new Sunday School and Worship opportunities.  

Children’s Sunday School – Offered via a self-paced, online format supplemented by workbooks provided by the 

church at no cost!  For information – please contact Kelsie Hibner at kmhibner@gmail.com. 

Adult Sunday School – Has resumed on Sunday mornings in Fellowship Hall starting with prayer at 8:45 and the 

lesson at 9:00. The class is led by Don Scarborough and observes safe social distancing.  However, if you are unable to 

join us in person you can also participate online via Zoom  Simply click the link 

  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2051856707 from a smart phone, tablet or computer. 

Thank you!  

We want to thank all for your continued faithful in our common journey as a church!We are continuing to prepare to ful-

ly open – three new roof top air conditioning and heating units have been delivered and 2 of the units (Welcome Center 

and Nursery) are already installed and running! 

With the church mortgage now fully paid off (Praise God!) contributions to the Building Fund will now serve to pay off 

the much smaller loan for the new units in just 4 years and to insure they are properly maintained for long life.Blessings! 

Port Vue UMC  

We would like to thank our pastor and 
church family for all of the prayers, cards, 
offers of meals, and well wishes during 

this time of Nick's cancer treatments and his 
recent hospitalization. The homemade get well 
cards from the God Squad were especially 
appreciated. Many thanks to you all and God 
bless.  
 
Love in Christ, Nick and Nancy Denardo  

Wo r s h i p   

Saturday    7:00 PM – Online service via 

FaceBook.       (new offering) 

Sunday       10:00 – In Sanctuary Service! 

10:00 – Online service via FaceBook 

Any time Sunday or later – Watch the service via the 

church website portvueumc.org. 

Just click the blue worship service banner or Worship 

Services 

 

Christmas Eve Services will be held at 5:30pm and 7:30pm.  We want to insure we can safely 

accommodate our guests on Christmas eve – so please let us know which service you will be 

attending, and how many you will be bringing” please email the church at portvueumc@gmail.com 

or  call the office at (412) 672-7289  

mailto:kmhibner@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2051856707
https://portvueumc.org/
https://portvueumc.org/worship-services/
https://portvueumc.org/worship-services/


oppressed, may be restored to the fullness of God’s 

grace. 

God of absolution and mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all children and families, and particularly for 

the orphaned, neglected, abused, and those who live in 

fear of violence or disease; that they may be relieved and 

protected. 

God of children and families, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the reconciliation of all people, and for the 

Church throughout the world, that it may be an 

instrument of your healing love. 

God of outreach and restoration, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all who have died as a result of violence, 

war, disease or famine, especially those who died 

because of human blindness, neglect, or hardness of 

heart. 

God of eternal life and resurrecting love, hear our 

prayer. 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear what we ask in 

the name of your Son. Watch over our country now and 

guide our leaders in all knowledge and truth and make 

your ways known among all people. In the passion of 

debate give them a quiet spirit; in the complexities of the 

issues give them courageous hearts. Accept and fulfill 

our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, 

nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and 

love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations 

 Litany for Social Justice 

We pray for the strength of heart and mind to look 

beyond ourselves and address the needs of our 

brothers and sisters throughout the world; for the rural 

and urban poor; for the rebuilding of our communities; 

and for an end to the cycles of violence that threaten 

our future. 

God of generosity and compassion, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all nations, that they may live in unity, 

peace, and concord; and that all people may know 

justice and enjoy the perfect freedom that only God can 

give. 

God of liberty and freedom, hear our prayer. 

We pray that the Holy Spirit may embrace the most 

vulnerable members of our society; we pray also for an 

end to the growing disparity between the rich and poor; 

and for the grace and courage to strive for economic 

justice. 

God of all gifts and blessings, hear our prayer. 

We pray for an end to prejudice throughout our country 

and the world; that we will respect all people as 

precious children of God; and that racism, sexism, and 

all other forms of discrimination will be forever 

banished from our hearts, our society, and our laws. 

God of fellowship and equality, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all immigrants, refugees, and pilgrims from 

around the world, that they may be welcomed in our 

midst and be treated with fairness, dignity, and respect. 

God of outcasts and wanderers, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all prisoners and captives; that a spirit of 

forgiveness may replace vengeance and retribution; 

and that we, with all the destitute, lonely, and 

 
Hello fellow followers of Christ. Remember 
your Wellness Team is here to serve you 
even if we are not all present together. If you 
are in a self quarantine situation we are able 

to bring groceries or meals to your porch. Also if you let us 
know you have been in the hospital expect a phone call. If 
you have questions or suggestions please call. Norma your 
Faith Community Nurse 412-860-6768.  
First Aid kits have been placed in the down stairs hallway 
as well as in the Annex. There is still a first aid kit in the 
kitchen also. And a trauma first aid kit with pediatric and 
adult BVMs will be hanging in the hallway between the 
Welcome Center and the kitchen. Many of you may not be 
familiar with the supplies in a trauma first aid kit or how to 
use a BVM so first aid and CPR/AED instruction will be 
planned after the pandemic.  

Enjoy books 

Please call the office to make 

arrangements to  purchase a 2021 

Enjoy Book,  $30.00 

The Pilippi Mission Team will be making and selling nu-
trolls to support the 2021 mission trip. Orders are due by 
Sunday, November 29.  Pick Up date is Saturday, Decem-
ber 5th, between the hours of 5-7pm With the uncertainty 
of Covid, There will be no Sunday order pick ups. Cost of 
rolls are $12 each. Payment is due at pick up. Order cut 
off at first 40 rolls. 
To place an order, please contact Lynne Hays at 412-901-
6843 or lynnehays@hotmail.com 
Please bring a box or tray to aid in carrying your order. 
Also, please remember masks are required when entering 
the building. Thank you for your support of the Philippi 
Mission Trip.  

Support your church when you shop at 

Amaxon with Amazon Smile. Amazon 

will donate a portion of the price of 

eligible purchases to Port Vue United 

Methodist Church. Signing up is Easy! 

What is AmazonSmile? 
AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support your 

favorite charitable organization every time you shop, 

at no cost to you. AmazonSmile is available 

at smile.amazon.com on your web browser and can 

be activated in the Amazon Shopping app for iOS and 

Android phones. When you shop at AmazonSmile, 

you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection 

and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, 

with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 

0.5% of your eligible purchases to the charitable 

organization of your choice. You can choose from 

over one million organizations to support.  

Here’s how to sign up for AmazonSmile: 

1. Visit smile. Amazon.com   

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 

3. Choose a charitable organization to receive 

donations: Port Vue United Methodist Church 

4. Start Shopping! 

5. Add a bookmark for smile. Amazon.com to make 

it even easier to return and start your shopping at 

AmazonSmile 

Turn on AmazonSmile in the Amazon Shopping app 

1. Make sure you’re signed up for AmazoSmile (use 

your web browser to visit smile. Amazon.com) 

2. Download or update to the latest version of the 

Amazon Shopping app 

3. Tap on “AmazonSmile” and follow the on-screen 

instructions to turn on AmazonSmile in the app. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi


A NOTE FROM THE TEACHERS 

The holidays are fast approaching and preschool is extremely busy.  

Preschoolers are learning about Thanksgiving and enjoying craft time. Once again, the preschool is 

collecting non-perishable food items as our community service project. These will be donated to 

the food bank.  

As Christmas time is right around the corner, December’s theme is, “Welcome Baby Jesus”. The children will learn the 

Christmas story and complete many Christmas activities.  

It is our wish that your Christmas will be filled with happy memories and the remembrance of the true meaning of 

the season.  

We wish for your children a holiday of safety, health, and much happiness, and we wish you and your family a very 

blessed and Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year.  

Miss Brenda & Miss Tammy 

***PVUMCC Preschool is looking for substitute teachers. Please call Vicki Underwood for details if you are interested. 

412-672-5508.  

Trustees Corner November/December 2020 

Here we are in November and we finally have air conditioning and heat in the 

Welcome Center, Nursery, Fellowship Hall, and even the Halverson Room! Who 

thought it would’ve ever taken this long? 

The branch ductwork above the welcome center ceiling was insulated also. 

The carpets in the Halverson Room, Welcome Center and stairs have been cleaned, along with new curtains and 

mirrors in the Halverson Room. 

The exposed ductwork for the Fellowship Hall roof top AC has to be added to the replacement of that unit. At first it 

was hoped that it could re-wrapped with an insulating material but when the old unit was being removed the existing 

metalwork was crumbling in their hands. (We had replaced a few pieces of that ductwork 2 years ago.) Everything is 

much more efficient than it was last year. 

The downstairs girl’s bathroom repair is in the hands of the insurance company and contractors. While they decipher 

their issues we have reopened the bathroom for preschool use. The lounge area before entering the restroom had the 

most visible damage. The countertop and vanity did not fare well, nor the hallway floor. At this time there has not 

been a final determination of what gets replaced. The trustees will do their best to keep you up to date. Another 

insurance adjuster was sent to re-evaluate the damage on Nov. 6. 

The storage shed between the church and annex is in the process of having the roof leak repaired so we can use that 

area again for storage. The 2 downspouts that were damaged by vehicles are also being repaired, and the oxidized 

exhaust vent for the annex kitchen will be replaced. 

The parsonage Xfinity package was updated to improve internet speed and channel selections for a few pennies less 

per month. Pastor had been having connection issues which Comcast helped find the problem areas. 

The parsonage security system was upgraded to 4G cell capabilities. 

2 more smoke detectors were added downstairs, a replacement smoke detector was installed in the kitchen, and the 

painting of the cupola was completed. 

An emergency light in the Fellowship Hall and another one in the Welcome Center were replaced, too. 

The toilet for the preschool had the flush kit and handle replaced. 

Cold patch was added to the gap between the rear driveway and the asphalt to enhance that transition. 

The Halverson Room exterior security light failed (the ballast burnt up) and an LED fixture was installed to replace it 

by Schell Electric. 

Two First-Aid kits were donated to the church. One was attached to the wall by the phone in the kitchen, and the other 

was attached to the wall in the downstairs hallway outside of the library. 

A fall application for the church lawn was applied. 

An “Active Shooter” First Aid kit was added to the Welcome Center by the AED equipment. 

The corner of the ceiling in the Youth Room that damaged by water was repaired. 

The Trustees need someone to repair the missing siding and the exhaust fan cover on the parsonage master 

bath. It's located on the 3rd story rear of the home.  

Also need people to change the current fluorescent ceiling lights over to LED. Thus requires removing the 

ballast and a small wiring change.  

Contact  Denny  @  412-580-9707 or call the church office. Thanks for your concern.  

This Photo by 

https://game-icons.net/1x1/delapouite/toolbox.html


A note from the Treasurer: A note from the Treasurer: Please allow 5 -7 business days for a 
check to be printed for your request. Thank you  

  

With the holiday season fast approaching, 

the food pantry once again would like to 

ask you to help out with the costs for the 

holiday dinners –Thanksgiving and 

Christmas.  They are asking for $20 

donations.  Please mark your envelope 

“Holiday Dinners”. If you have any questions, please feel free to 

contact Lisa Opfar or Nancy Denardo.  

9th Street Outreach 

Volunteers from our church are continuing the 

ministry with the 9th Street Community Kitchen 

the second Thursday of the month. In addition we 

are helping to serve their Thanksgiving dinner on 

Nov 19th, and helping with the Dec 17 Christmas 

dinner and party.  

WE ARE COLLECTING NEW WINTER SOCKS FOR 

MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN TO BE DISTRIBUT-

ED AT THE CHRISTMAS PARTY.  

Please have your sock donation in the church sock collection box by Sunday 

Dec 13th.  

FUNDRAISER 

Sponsored by:  Port Vue 

United Methodist Church     

Youth Group- GOD SQUAD 

PRE ORDER your Variety of 

Cookies in a TIN! 

From:  December 1 thru 

December 18, 2020 

 PICK UP DATE:  December 

20, 2020  

TIME:  11:00am-12:00pm 

Small Tin: $5, Medium Tin: 

$8, Large Tin: $10 

Sign Up Sheet in Welcome 

Center or 

Contact:  Amy Harris 724-382-4416 

or 

Jennifer Chiaverini 412-916-6966 

YOU CAN ALSO ORDER AND PAY FOR 

YOUR TINS ONLINE AT 

PORTVUEUMC.ORG. 

FOD NEWS 

The FOD women's fellowship has started meeting again. All women of the 

church are welcome. We will be meeting the 3rd Monday of each month in the 

Fellowship Hall at 1PM. The FOD continues to be a vital and important 

ministry in the life of PVUMC. We will continue to be a place for the women of 

the church to experience the nurturing and fellowship of a Christian 

environment.  Come being prepared for both friendship and bible 

study, conducted by ladies who you probably already know. We are an 

ongoing source of community and ministry for the ladies of the church. ' To 

Gather is Essential. Contact Louise Jones or Norma Saputo 

Our youth have been busy!  They decorated the trunk of our 

Church van for Trunk or Treat on October 24 here at the 

church.  Our theme was “NOAH’S ARK”  Tne mission project 

was donated bags filled with toothpaste, soap, and a toy, that 

went to needy families all year round thru “Bikers Helping 

Others”.  

 Another mission project was donating shampoo to Sonshine 

Community Ministries located in McKeesport.  This Christ 

centered ministry offers hope to our community.  They cook 

meals to around 100-130 people, they have a clothing bank, an 

afterschool homework and mentor program once a week on 

Tuesdays for children in grades 2-5, and a Hope House that is a 

pregnancy resource center.  The youth also decorated their 

building for Christmas on Sunday, November 8 from 4pm-6pm 

as part of our meeting for a service project.  Covid19 protocols 

were followed.  We were the only ones in the building with the 

Director.  We are planning on participating in the Christmas 

program on December 6 at Sonshine.   

We will also be volunteering to help wrap gifts at our Annual 

Kids Santa Shop that will be held at the church on December 19 

from 12:00pm-2:00pm. 

Our cookie sale will run from Dec 1 thru Dec 18. Orders can be 

picked up on Dec 20 from 11:00am-12:00pm.  An order sign-up 

sheet is placed in the Welcome Center, and orders can also be 

placed on-line as well this year.  We are doing it different this 

year because of Covid19.  We will fill the tins up with a variety 

of cookies rather than having it as a cookie walk.  See details on 

our website.  We are still asking for cookie donations, 

homemade or bought.  Please have the cookies up at the church 

on Dec 18 by 7pm.   

I am so proud of our youth for following all Covid19 guidelines 

and still being able to participate in such projects that benefits 

others and themselves.   

In Christian Love,        

Amy Harris, Youth Leader Jennifer Chiaverini, Asst. youth 

Leader 

Congratulations to the new officers of God Squad!  
God Squad officers for Sept 27, 20 to Jan 3, 21 
YOUTH LEADER: AMY HARRIS 
YOUTH LEADER HELPER: JENNIFER CHIAVERINI 
PRESIDENT: Connor Evans 
VICE PRESIDENT: Mayah Koon 
SECRETARY: Kailyn Chiaverini 
TREASURER:  (ADULT LEADER) Jennifer Chiaverini 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: Sienna Aukerman 

The Craft and Vendor show has been postponed to April 2021.    

Memorials:  

A donation in 
Memory of   
William Spang                
given to the                     
Good Samaritan             
Food Pantry by            
Donna Orris.  

From the Port Vue 

Web site 

portvueumc.org- 

be sure to check the 

Resources tab and 

RightNow Media.  All Port 

Vue UMC members, visitors 

and other participants are 

also entitled to free, quality 

Bible Studies and Children’s 

videos.  Once you set up an 

account these videos can be 

watched on a cell phone, 

tablet, computer or TV 

using the Roku or 

Chromecast services.  This 

provide a source of quality 

Christian programming for 

Beginning Balance of the General Fund for October is positive    $11,987.52     
Income        $13,481.62 
Expenses    $16,789.98 
Balance of the General Fund as of the end of October is positive $8,679.16 
Balance on the A/C loan is $22,615.02 


