
MAY 2021 
Port Vue UMC Purpose, Mission & 
Vision  - Adopted at Charge Conference 
- November 20, 2016 

Purpose:  The purpose of Port Vue 
UMC is to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the 
world.   

Mission: We are a compassionate 
community of faith striving to worship, 
pray and grow as we serve God 
together. 

Vision: With God’s guidance, we will 
grow into an exceptionally welcoming 
and diverse community embodying the 
love of Jesus for all. 

Facebook:  Port Vue United Methodist Church 

Website: www.portvueumc.org 

Email: portvueumc@gmail.com 

Phone (412) 672-7289 

  

The office is registered with KDKA, WTAE and WPXI for event 

closings.  Please turn to these channels for closing information. 

Preschool  continues to follow the South Allegheny Closing 

Schedule.  

 

Upper Rooms Devotionals are  available in the back of the 

Sanctuary.  

 

Newsletter articles due in the office on or before the 18th of each 

month.   

   

VAN PICK UP Please call the office and schedule for van pick up 

for Sunday  Service before Thursday noon 

 

Port Vue United    Methodist Church 
1565 Washington Boulevard 
McKeesport, PA 15133 
 
Return Service Requested 
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JESUS NEEDS YOU! 
You probably know the classic military slogan with a scowling Uncle Sam, a fictitious figure of the 
government, saying, 'We want YOU for the US Army!"  
This clever picture above is a parody on Uncle Sam, suggesting that JESUS NEEDS YOU!  
It is surprising to hear Jesus challenging the disciples with his words recorded in the gospel of 
John 14:12, "I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have 
done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father."   
 
Yes, Jesus NEEDS you... to be His hands & feet, to do "even greater works" as his 
disciples. 
 
This past year has been a unprecedent time for all of us! So much has changed, so much is still 
changing, and sometimes change can be hard!  Change has come to every aspect of how we gather, 
worship, serve, learn, grow, and even witness. Through all of the change—WE NEED 
YOU! OUR CHURCH NEEDS YOU! JESUS NEEDS YOU! God wants His church to be 
healthy, vital, growing, and fruitful--and we need every member and friend of our church to think 
and pray about how you can help our church be one that is healthy and fruitful.   
 
Active participation by our body of Christ on the whole has not been optimal. So I'd like to 
encourage each of you to participate in ministry for the broken world. In the community of faith 
we envision, we all will grow into disciples and so everyone will be engaged, not just a few doing it 
on behalf of the whole. This is the picture of an authentic church where each of us, as a disciple of 
Jesus, has a role to play.  
 
So I encourage you to take this opportunity to ask God "How do you want me to serve your 
church, Lord?" 
1.  Infants, Children, Youth, or Teens... 
2.  Young Adults, Families, Single Parents, Older Adults, Shut-Ins... 
3.  People of the Community, Organizations  ... 
4.  Building & Maintenance, Security, Grounds... 
5.   Audio/Video, Technology, Social Media... 
6.  Prayer, Teaching, Discipleship... 
7.   Worship Arts, Singing, Playing an Instrument... 
8.  Outreach, Service, Mission Projects, Justice…  
9.  Stewardship, Finances ... 
10. Testifying, Witnessing... 
 
Please think and pray about how you can serve your church. In next month’s newsletter there will 
be a survey asking you which area you can use your talents, gifts, and resources for the church.   
 
Jeremiah 29:11  
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
 
Grace and peace,  
Pastor Hyung-Suk Joe 

John 14:12  

“I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and 

even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father.” 

Jeremiah 29:11  

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 



Worship Service Times 

Sun. 10:00—Joint worship service 

Singing using KN95 masks, provided by the Church 

NEW—Sat. 7:00pm Live on-line service 

Sun. 10:00—On-line service on Facebook—Port Vue 

United Methodist Church 

Wednesday 7:00pm Healing Service 

Facebook users search for : Port Vue United Methodist Church 

Please enter your greetings and prayer requests on-line 

No Facebook? go to Portvueumc.org anytime to view  Sunday’s Services.  

Donations:                                                                                                                               

TEXT to 77977 “PORTVUEUMC” for online giving.                                                                                                              

   Or                                                                                                     

Mail to Port Vue UMC, 1565 Washington Blvd, McKeesport, PA 15133 

Looking for Musicians 

Do you play the guitar or another instrument and 

would like to join the Saturday evening services, 

please contact the church office at (412) 672-7289 

 

GOD SQUAD NEWS! Our youth have been busy painting & hanging 

bird houses, cleaning up and planted flowers in the lower lot. We went 

over the Fruits of the Spirit and how they can apply them and stay 

connected to Jesus. They also have sent cards to the shut ins and sold 

baked goods at the Craft & Vendor show. Thank you to all who have 

donated and supported our youth! On May 2 for our meeting from 

1pm-3pm, we will be meeting at Cindy’s Memorial Bark Park instead 

of at the church. We will be planting flowers and staining the benches. 

Our last meeting is Sunday, May 16 and we will be leaving the church 

at 11:30am in the van to attend the Free Open House/ Alumni Picnic at Camp Allegheny from 2pm to 

6pm. The youth will get to meet some of the summer staff, enjoy a few of the many camp activities 

they offer, take a camp tour, and enjoy some camp food. We will be planning another car wash in the 

summertime, possibly in July. Amy Harris Youth Group Leader  

Have Sunday School delivered directly to you email! 

To join PVUMC’S Virtual Sunday School, email  

jhibner77@gmail.com 

Starting May 2, 2021 - 900 am. (8:45 Prayer Time) - Church Social Hall (or any time on Facebook). 

"The Early Church" 

This five-session small group Bible study, Early Church, by noted teacher and historian, Ray Vander 

Laan, is volume five of the 12-part Faith Lessons series. In this volume, Vander Laan uncovers the 

passion and commitment early believers displayed as they claimed Jesus in 

the face of fierce consequences and powerful adversaries. 

We, as a church, face many challenges today. Learn how our early 

predecessors dealt with sometimes similar problems. 

Lessons include: 

1. Everything to Lose, Nothing to Gain – Filmed in Caesarea Philippi 

2. The Salt of the Earth – Filmed in Sardis 

3. Where Satan Lives – Filmed in Pergamum 

4. The Mark of the Beast – Filmed in Ephesus 

5. Hot or Cold – Filmed in Laodicea 

Church Sunday School Superintendent 

The Church Sunday School Superintendent serves as the general administrative leader 

of the Church Children’s and Youth Sunday School Ministry. This person is 

responsible for choosing curriculum, ordering supplies, placing teacher in appropriate 

rooms and following Safe Sanctuary guidelines. The superintendent should have a 

strong love of children and Christ. This person should set a positive example for others 

by living as a true witness for Christ. 



Support your church when you shop at Amaxon with Amazon Smile. Amazon 

will donate a portion of the price of eligible purchases to Port Vue United 

Methodist Church. Signing up is Easy! 

What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support your favorite charitable 

organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. AmazonSmile is available 

at smile.amazon.com on your web browser and can be activated in the Amazon Shopping app for iOS and Android 

phones. When you shop at AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible 

purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. You can choose from over one million organizations to 

support.  

Here’s how to sign up for AmazonSmile: 

1. Visit smile. Amazon.com   
2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 
3. Choose a charitable organization to receive donations: Port Vue United Methodist Church 
4. Start Shopping! 
5. Add a bookmark for smile. Amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile 
Turn on AmazonSmile in the Amazon Shopping app 
1. Make sure you’re signed up for AmazoSmile (use your web browser to visit smile. Amazon.com) 
2. Download or update to the latest version of the Amazon Shopping app 
3. Tap on “AmazonSmile” and follow the on-screen instructions to turn on AmazonSmile in the app. 

  

 

 

 

 

Philippi Worktrip  

We will be resuming our annual mission worktrip to Heart and Hand Ministries in Philippi West 

Virginia this year, June 20-25. The work will be on an outdoor project and covid precautions will be 

observed. Our God Squad Youth Group will be part of the team, going to Philippi early Monday 

morning June 21st and returning home Thursday afternoon June 24th. If you would like to be a part of 

the work team for the week or just a day or two please contact Nancy Denardo by phone or text at 412 

780-8636, or by email at ndenrn1@comcast.net  

Ways to support Heart and Hand Ministries and our Philippi Mission team: 

<><  Pray for Heart and Hand Ministries, their staff and clients they serve 

<><  Pray for our mission team, and ask God if He is calling you to be on the team 

<><  Make a financial gift for: 

         1. Baby layette items 

         2. Building supplies 

         3. Team food and lodging 

You can designate how you want your donation used on your church envelope,  or in the comment 

section if using Push-Pay.  

 

 

 

 

 

9th Street Community Kitchen Ministry 

Our church volunteers will be providing home made desserts and helping to serve dinner at the 9th 

Street Community Kitchen in McKeesport on Thursday May 20th,  and Thursday June 10th from 3:30-

6pm. If interested in volunteering please contact Nancy Denardo, Donna Orris, or Valerie Camic. 

Facebook Communications 

Help increase our engagement online by sharing your content ideas with Holly.  Some 

examples of posts include, but are not limited to… 

Are you a ministry leader who needs new or more volunteers?  Text or email holly a 

picture of your ministry in action, along with information about the opportunity to serve 

and how folks can sign up to get involved!  

        Share a picture from your ministry with Holly, tell her what the name of the ministry is, and she will 

post the picture to our church page and ask our viewers to take a moment to pray for that ministry.  

        Are you comfortable in front of the camera?  If so, record a 1-minute video talking about how you are 

applying Pastor’s current teachings to your life.  Send the video to Holly via email, along with one or two 

sentences about the video, and she will share it on the page! 

       Does your ministry have an upcoming event?  If so, give Holly all the details (date, time, summary of 

event…) and she will create an event page on the FB page. 

      Do you have a ministry volunteer that is always going above and beyond?  Send Holly a picture of 

them, along with a few sentences of gratitude and she will give him or her a shout out on our Facebook 

page!  

You can reach Holly via email at holly.mcgraw@gmail.com or via text message at 412-715-9451."If you 

would like for your content to be put on the church website, included in the bulletin, newsletter, or slides 

please send details to Karen Plowman at portvueumc@gmail.com."  

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi


A note from the Treasurer: 

Please allow 5 -7 business days for a check to be printed for your request. 

Thank you 

Beginning Balance of the General Fund for February is negative  $1,643.50    

Income        $17,437.50 

Expenses    $19,897.53 

Balance of the General Fund as of the end of  March is negative  $4,103.53  

Balance on the A/C loan is $20,289.80 

 

On April 14, 2021 we received notification from Huntington Bank that they have 

received full payment from the Small Business Administration for our Paycheck 

Protection Program Loan. Our PPP Loan for $38,200.00 is paid in full. Praise the 

Lord. 

 

 

A NOTE FROM THE TEACHERS 

 

Preschool News: What a fast year it has been! The 3-year-old preschool will have their end of the school 

year picnic at Round Hill Park on May 13th.  On May 20th and 21st we will have 4-year-old graduation. 

There are 24 children who will graduate! We are so proud of all the children as we have been so blessed to 

have your child attend our preschool. It has been a privilege to watch each child learn and grow. We still 

have openings for next year! Have a wonderful summer, and thank you for all your cooperation this year. 

You helped make it a great one!           Miss Brenda & Miss Tammy   

 

Planning ahead… Our PVUMC Preschool will be accepting new registrations for the 

2021-2022 school year.  Your child must be 3 or 4 years old by September 1st to qualify 

for the program. Classes are as follows: 3 yr old class [Tues/Thurs]- 4 yr old class 

[Mon/Wed/Fri] –morning classes [9:30-noon]/afternoon classes[1:00 -3:30]. 

Registration forms will be available at the church office or you can download a registration form from the 

Portvueumc.org  website and turn it in at the church office-There will be a $40 registration nonrefundable 

fee. Please call the Preschool at 412-672-7289 if you have questions. 

Items always needed:  

C er ea l ,  C ra c kers  a n d C oo kies  

 



A Prayer for Justice Heavenly Father, how many more names must be added to the list? How many more 

hashtags must we post? How many more vigils must be held? How many more mothers must bury their 

children? How many marches and how many events must we hold until our nation sees that there is an 

epidemic of death by police? Father, we tell our children to keep your hands visible, always comply, don’t 

wear a hoodie, don’t walk too fast, don’t walk too slow, walk in pairs to the store, be respectful and do 

whatever it takes to make it home. Why do they fear us, O God? We aren’t animals. We are not a threat. 

We are your children, just like they are. Still, we lose our lives because they fear the greatness inside of 

us. Night after night, we see our own gunned down because they were the wrong color, at the wrong 

place, at the wrong time. Lord we are tired, we are afraid, we are angry, and we are confused. In the 

midst of our pain, God, we still trust you. You said in your word “if my people, who are called by my 

name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 

hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land (2 Chronicles 7:14).” Lord, we are 

seeking your face today. We admit we are not perfect and we have not done all we can. We are pleading 

for the pain to stop. We are praying to stop the tears from falling down our cheeks. We pray that our 

justice system no longer sees us as a target and that they soon will see us as human beings. We need your 

wisdom. We need your strength. We need your peace to spread, far and wide, so that our sons and 

daughters make it back home. Father, in this troublesome time, help us not return violence for violence. 

Help us to stand on your Word and your promises. We know that change will not be easy and that we will 

have to endure many tests. Lord don’t move the mountain. We ask that you give us the strength to climb. 

We pray that there will be a day when all of our children can live without fear. We pray that the hashtags 

of names be replaced with #Faith, #Hope, and #Love. We pray that your love will conquer all the fear 

and hatred in this country. We pray that our justice system will be equal and just --for all of us. May we 

soon see a day where we all are truly free. It is in your name we pray, Amen.  

Stephon Carlisle Void, Africana Liturgical Resources for Black History Month, Safiya Fosua  

 

Have a Medical 

Question?  

Call the Care Team  

                          412-860-6768 

 Like someone to pray with 

you?  

Call the Prayer Circle  

412-780-8636  You may also 

submit your prayer requests online at 

portvueumc.org  

FOD NEWS 

The FOD women's fellowship has started meeting 

again. All women of the church are welcome. We 

will be meeting the 3rd Monday of each month in 

the Fellowship Hall at 1PM. The FOD continues to 

be a vital and important ministry in the life of 

PVUMC. We will continue to be a place for the 

women of the church to experience the 

nurturing and fellowship of a Christian 

environment.  Come being prepared for both 

friendship and bible study, conducted by ladies 

who you probably already know. We are an 

ongoing source of community and ministry for the 

ladies of the church. ' To Gather is Essential. 

Contact Louise Jones or Norma Saputo 

 
Memorial donations given in loving 
memory of: 
 
Patricia Brimacombe  given by  Vicky 
Underwood and Jerry & Kem Morgan 

 

 

 

 

REGISTER TO RECEIVE A COVID-19 
VACCINE  

ON LINE GO TO: vaccine.upmc.com 

You will answer a few simple questions, and if 
you qualify for the present group 1A (or future 
groups in weeks to come) you will be registered 
for your vaccine! So when UPMC gets additional 
vaccine that is presently limited, UPMC will 
contact you to schedule your appointment for 
vaccination. 

OR IF NO INTERNET ACCESS CALL 

 1-844-876-2822 

Simple at that, Stay safe, Vaccinate! 

Reminder: 

2021 Offering 

Envelopes and 

2020 Giving 

Statements are 

available in the 

Welcome 

Center.  

SPRC no meeting in May 

2021 

SPRC will meet Zoom on 

June 15th, 2021 at 7 pm. 



Trustees Corner May 2021 

 

 

 

Painting of the downstairs hallway walls are complete. The ceiling needs some touch-up 

but the majority has been painted. 

Some of the overhead lights will be replaced with LED fixtures and others will be converted to LED 

whenever time allows. 

Over 20 gallons of paint were used so far, and the girl's bathroom still needs painted. 

The new girls lounge area was prepared by Richard Kovesdy which includes a new storage area and 

shelving. 

New magnetic chalkboards were supplied to the Food Pantry and Preschool. 

Rusmur Floors is placing the downstairs flooring this week! This includes the complete hallway, the 2 

foyers, and the dart ball/youth-room hallway and their baseboards. Many thanks to the Wardropper 

Family for their donation to cover the areas of flooring that insurance did not replace. 

The inside glass doors downstairs are out having the hinge pockets realigned (again) and will hopefully fit 

correctly this time. Again thanks to the Wardropper Family for the inside glass doors and to the Jim Blaha 

Memorial for the glass outside door replacement. 

All of the conventional TV's were recycled at the Port Vue trash collection day April 24th for $5.00 each 

and there were 4 of them. One will be provided for the Preschool to be mounted on a classroom wall. 

A new shelf was provided for the Dartball trophies in the Youth Room/Dartball hallway. 

Ron Randolph removed the dead Dogwood tree that used to be behind the cross. The trees that were in 

front of the cross also died, as well as the weeping tree near the pond. These will be removed also as time 

permits. 

Red mulch was purchased to refresh some of the landscaping around the church.  

The outside storage shed between the buildings should be completed this week. It is now water proof. 

We need more storage for Food Pantry and maintenance equipment. 

Jack Blaha installed a 50 amp outlet on the electrical panel for Pastor John's RV, and it has been 

confirmed that there is a place to discharge waste. 

A Special Thank You for all the long 

hours and hard work to Denny and Judy 

Hanko! 

 

 “This is something we enjoy the most by giving 

with our time, talents and gifts” 

  

OUR HERO”S—Each month we will be highlighting  our ministries as a way to say  

THANK YOU, WE APPRECIATE ALL YOU DO ! 


