
     COME HOME! 
“As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him—you 

also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:4-5).  

 
 Here Apostle Peter calls Christ a living stone. When we come to the living stone, we are shaped into living 

stones ourselves. Then we are built into “a spiritual house.” Christ is the builder here. He builds individual 
Christians into a spiritual temple. It is spiritual because it houses the Holy Spirit.  

"Do you not know that you are the temple of God and the Spirit of God dwells in you?" (1 Corinthians 3:16). 
That's a reference to the local church, not to individuals in this context. 
 
      Yes, Church is a spiritual house – spiritual home.    HOME….    What the word home brings to mind is a 
place – not just the place where you happen to be living at the time – but a very special place where you feel 
like you belong and which in some sense belongs to you – a place where you feel that all is somehow 
ultimately well even if things aren’t going all that well at any given moment.  

 
My Friends, we are still struggling daily with the effects of the pandemic. And we may face some other 

difficult times in our personal lives, like times of darkness, struggling with faith, or health, or grief, or fear… In 
such times, what remains, what causes us to continue our life journey is “FAITH.”  
In such times, what we belong to, what belongs us is our “SPIRITUAL HOME” – our “CHURCH.” Because God is 
present in it, we find there a message of hope, a message of forgiveness, a message of embracement, and a 
message of life! 

 
Elaine Pagels, who is a distinguished humanities scholar, wrote her new book, Beyond Belief. On a bright, 

cold Sunday morning in New York, she interrupted her daily run by stopping in the vestibule of an Episcopal 
church to get warm. Two days earlier, her two-and-a-half-year-old son had been diagnosed with an invariably 
fatal lung disease. She writes: 

Since I had not been in church for a long time, I was startled by my response to the worship in progress--the 
soaring harmonies of the choir singing with the congregation, and the priest, a woman in bright gold and white 
vestments, proclaiming the prayers in a clear, resonant voice. As I stood watching, a thought came to me: Here is 
a family that knows how to face death… 

The day after we heard Mark’s diagnosis--and that he had a few months to live, maybe a few years--a team 
of doctors urged us to authorize a lung biopsy, a painful and invasive procedure. How could this help? It couldn’t, 
they explained; but the procedure would let them see how far the disease had progressed. Mark was already 
exhausted by the previous day’s ordeal. Holding him, I felt that if more masked strangers poked needles into him 
in an operating room, he might lose heart--literally--and die. We refused the biopsy, gathered Mark’s blanket, 
clothes, and Peter Rabbit, and carried him home. 

Standing in the back of that church, I recognized, uncomfortably, that I needed to be there. Here was a place 
to weep without imposing tears upon a child; and here was a heterogeneous community that had gathered to 
sing, to celebrate, to acknowledge common needs, and to deal with what we cannot control or imagine. 

 
     “A place to weep, a place to sing, to celebrate, to acknowledge common needs, and to deal with what 
we cannot control or imagine…”  That is the Church.  

 
My friends, have you come home yet? For any of you who hasn’t, I encourage you to come home to a 

family of God – a family of brothers and sisters. To come to your spiritual home – your church here on the hill 
– who really and truly cares about you. Come Home! 

 
     Grace and peace,  

    Pastor Hyung-Suk Joe 
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The office is registered with KDKA, WTAE and WPXI for event 

closings.  Please turn to these channels for closing information. 

Preschool  continues to follow the South Allegheny Closing 

Schedule.  

 

Upper Rooms Devotionals are  available in the back of the 

Sanctuary.  

 

Newsletter articles due in the office on or before the 18th of each 

month.   

   

VAN PICK UP Please call the office and schedule for van pick up for 

Sunday  Service before Thursday noon 
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Vision: With God’s guidance, we 
will grow into an exceptionally wel-
coming and diverse community 
embodying the love of Jesus for all. 
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 Electronic Giving—We have an 

easy-to use system for electronic 

donations, using the Push Pay 

service!  

This new service can be accessed 

from the church website 

portvueumc.org or from your cell 

phone. You can choose to donate 

from your checking account, debit 

card or credit card. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why choose eGiving?  

*Simplifies giving, especially for 

those who already pay bills or 

donate to other ministries 

electronically.  

*Provides an immediate donation 

receipt by email.  

*Provides a personal record of your 

giving, available at any time.  

*Simplifies record keeping for the 

church by reducing manual data 

entry and bank deposits. 

*Facilitates regular or recurring 

donations, planting seeds in the 

ministries of Port Vue UMC! 

 AMAZON 

Support your church when you shop at Amaxon 

with Amazon Smile. Amazon will donate a portion 

of the price of eligible purchases to Port Vue 

United Methodist Church. Signing up is Easy! 

What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support 

your favorite charitable organization every time 

you shop, at no cost to you. AmazonSmile is 

available at smile.amazon.com on your web 

browser and can be activated in the Amazon 

Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. When 

you shop at AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% 

of your eligible purchases to the charitable 

organization of your choice. You can choose from 

over one million organizations to support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear  Friends, 

 We are grateful for the feedback from the worship survey! 

After reviewing the responses, Worship Service times will 

change. 

New Worship Service Times Starting 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 

Help increase our engagement 
online by sharing your content ideas 
with Holly.  Some examples of posts 
include, but are not limited to… 
Are you a ministry leader who 

 two sentences about the video, and 
she will share it on the page! 
Does your ministry have an 
upcoming event?  If so, give Holly all 
the details (date, time, summary of 

church page and ask our viewers to 
take a moment to pray for that 
ministry.  
Are you comfortable in front of the 
camera?  If so, record a 1-minute 
video talking about how you are 
applying Pastor’s current teachings 
to your life.  Send the video to Holly 
via email, along with one or 
 
 

email  holly.mcgraw@gmail.com or 
via text message at 
 412-715-9451."If you would like for 
your content to be put on the church 
website, included in the bulletin, 
newsletter, or slides please send 
details to Karen  
at portvueumc@gmail.com."  

  

  

  

needs new or more 
volunteers?  Text or email 
holly a picture of your 
ministry in action, along 
with information about the 
opportunity to serve and 
how folks can sign up to 
get involved!  
Share a picture from your 
ministry with Holly, tell 
her what the name of the 
ministry is, and she will 
post the picture to our 

event…) and she will 
create an event page on 
the FB page. 
Do you have a ministry 
volunteer that is always 
going above and 
beyond?  Send Holly a 
picture of them, along 
with a few sentences of 
gratitude and she will give 
him or her a shout out on 
our Facebook page!  
You can reach Holly via 

 

FACEBOOK 

 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 
  with choir, will resume at 8:30AM 
 
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
  will resume at 11:00AM 
 
CHILDCARE WILL BE PROVIDED AT BOTH 
SERVICES.  
 
WEDNESDAY HEALING SERVICE  
 continues at 7:00pm 
 
FACEBOOK LIVE 
  will resume at 11:00AM during worship  
 
VAN PICK UP is also available,  
 just call the office (412) 672-7289 

Many members of our congregation are aware of our 

online giving method PushPay. Through this system you 

can initiate a recurring gift in the frequency of weekly, 

every two weeks, monthly  as well as continue your giving 

through out the summer if you are away. It will make your 

consistent giving faster, easier, and more secure. These 

recurring gifts enable PVUMC to continue and expand our 

ministries within the church and in the local community. If 

you need assistance setting up a recurring gift, contact the 

church office at (412) 672-7289.  

Tithes, Offerings, Donations:            

Via Push Pay  

TEXT to (833) 744-6849 “PORTVUEUMC”      

for online giving.                                                                         

Or  Mail to                                                                                        

Port Vue UMC, 1565 Washington Blvd, 

McKeesport, PA 15133 

 

Starting From the Church Website - 

portvueumc.org 

Click Donate (tab near upper right), then 

click DONATE NOW. 

Starting From a Phone 

Text PORTVUEUMC to (833) 744-6849  

Click the link in the response. 

Donate (Have your credit card or bank 

information handy) 

Enter the amount 

Select One Time Gift or Recurring Gift  

Enter Name, Email, address 

Enter credit card or bank account.  

Push Pay will text a confirmation # for 

you to enter to confirm your donation. 

Here’s how to sign up  for AmazonSmile:  
Visit  smi le.  Amazon.com   
Sign in  with your Amazon.com credent ia ls  
Choose a chari tab le  organization  to  receive donations:  Port  Vue United Methodis t  
Church  
Start  Shopping!  
Add a bookmark for smile.  Amazon.com to make i t  even eas ier  to  re turn and  s tart  
your shopping at  AmazonSmile  Turn on AmazonSmile in  the Amazon Shopping app  
Make sure you ’re  s igned  up for  AmazoSmile  (use your  web  browser to  visi t  smi le .  
Amazon.com)  
Download or  update to  the la test  version of the  Amazon Shopping app  
Tap on  “AmazonSmile” and fol low the on -screen ins tructions to  tu rn on 
AmazonSmile in  the app.  

 Port Vue UMC is actively seeking responsible 
persons (adult or youth 15 years old & up) for the 
positions of Church Nursery Child Care Worker.  

Child Care Worker needs are for our Sunday 
services, could be needed for our Wednesday service, along with 
other church programs. Required holidays/special events are Ash 
Wednesday Service, Maundy Thursday Service, Good Friday 
Service, Thanksgiving Eve Service, Christmas Eve Service.  

Act 33, Act 34 and FBI Fingerprint Clearances are required and can 
be paid for by the church.  

CPR certification is preferred, but can be obtained within 3 months 
date if hire. 

Applications will be available in the Church Office or by email 
request to Church Office. Turn completed applications into the 
church office, fax or email.  

Direct any questions to our church office or SPRC Chairperson 
Suzanne Evans, senurse@comcast.net. Position will be advertised 
for a minimum of 2 weeks before the selection process begins. Child 
Care Worker hourly rate will be discussed at interview. 

 
WORSHIP UPDATES REGARDING COVID POLICY 
Worshippers will no longer be required to wear masks during our worship. If 
anyone would feel more comfortable still wearing their mask for any reason, 
that would be completely acceptable. We want to encourage the 
congregation to continue to be kind and respectful to each other.   We are 
now free to be at full capacity in our sanctuary, and we have resumed the 
use of Bibles, hymnals, and other printed materials.  



 

 Because of COVID quarantine and 
limited activities and ministry inactivity 
we are in need of participants and people 
to help us start up these ministries 
again.  
 
FOD Ladies meet on the 3rd Monday of 
the month.  All ladies are welcome to 

attend. 
 
Wrapped In Love is a 
prayer shawl and lap robe 
ministry.  These items are 
available for those who are 
grieving, recovering from 
illness, or in need of God’s 
tangible love in their 
lives.  These items are 
available by calling the 
church office.  
 
Adult Sunday School is 

The Forgotten God (by Francis Chan) 

Today's church knows of the gift of the Holy Spirit, but have we neglected 

to open it? Francis Chan tears away the wrapping paper and ribbons to 

uncover the source of the believing community's true power for witness 

  

This group includes 

      F O D Ladies Group 

      Wrapped In Love 

      Adult Studies 

      Adult Sunday School 

      Women’s Groups 

      Men’s Groups 

  

 The mission and outreach committee is very excited about a new learning opportunity coming to our church this fall. Pastor 

John and Christine Zimmerman will be bringing their About Face Church Outreach services to our church from August 15 until 

November 21. Their trailer will be set up behind the building. They will help us to learn to reach out to our local communities in 

new and inviting Christian ways. We will be having some fundraisers this summer for this event. You can also donate directly 

for this experience. Please send any donations to the church and mark them "Zimmerman Event". You can also read more about 

their ministry on their website at af180.org. Please help us to cover this wonderful opportunity in prayer.   

Wednesday Study 
John and Christine Zimmerman are leading a study/discussion time on Wednesdays based on the book, 
"When Helping Hurts." There are three opportunities to attend. In person at either 1pm or 7pm in the sanctu-
ary. Also, it will be streamed online at af180.online.church. Simply direct your web browser to the address and 
you will be connected. Join us as we are just beginning. Behold God is doing a new thing!  
 
 

John and Christine Zimmerman Sermon Info 
September 5, 2021 – Labor Day Weekend. See Pastor Joe. 
September 12, 2021 – John Zimmerman preaching. Title: "Common Ground"  Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21  
Description: The one thing we all hold in common is that we are broken people in need of a Savior. Under-
standing this common ground of brokenness helps us relate to one another as we walk with one another into 
a relationship with Jesus. 
September 19, 2021 - Christine Zimmerman preaching. Title: "Heavenly Minded and Earthly Good"  Scripture: 
John 6:26-27  Description: The importance of eternal treasures over earthly treasures will be highlighted. How 
are we spending our earthly time? 

and service. Designed for 

small groups or individuals, 

this 7-session DVD prompts 

discussion and encourages 

application of each session. 

Francis Chan is a dynamic 

teacher who's down-to-earth 

style is energizing. 

If you are looking for adding 

more meaning and power to 

your faith, be sure to attend. 

ADULT SMALL GROUP MINISTRY

offered on Sunday mornings between 
Worship Services.  Pray time begins at 
9:45 and class starts at 10:00 am.  It is 
held in the church fellowship hall.  The 
fall class will  begin on Sunday, 
September 12.  Lead by Don 
Scarborough. 

 
Adult Studies 
Women’s Groups 
Men’s Groups 
These  ministries are in need of ideas 
and leaders or facilitators to start-up 
again.  If you have ideas or interested 
please contact Don Scarborough or Ann 
Lopretto.   

 

 

OUTREACH IMMERSION INITIATIVE 

The main ministry of About Face Church Outreach Consultants is the “Outreach Immersion Initiative.” 

John and Christine move into your geographic context of ministry for a three to five month stay. They work within 

the church to develop a heart of outreach through preaching a sermon series, teaching the bible studies and Sunday 

School, leading outreach-themed devotions in committee meetings, and mentoring the existing or birthing a mission 

outreach team. 

They also build relationships with social service agencies, community organizations, and institutions. John and 

Christine then help introduce the church outreach leadership to the community and discern possible ministry 

opportunities.  



                      starting with the  

4 to 10-year-old group on September 

18th, 2021. 

We will meet every Saturday from 4:30-

6:00 At 6 we will serve dinner, that the 

children helped prepare, for all the fam-

ilies. 

The lessons for this session: 

Friendship Practice makes it easier 

Behavior Routines 

Patience Taking turns 

For more information contact Traci 

Koon 

tracinmayah@gmail.com or 

412.980.7411  

Jr Church is returning on September 19th during the 11 

o’clock service!  In the younger kid class, will be learning 

about how God used his faithful friends to do extraordinary 

things.  We will continue to make cards for our church 

family that are sick or home-bound.  Sometimes, we will also 

make take-home crafts and play our silly games.  I look 

forward to seeing all my little friends and I’m excited to 

learn with them again.  

 Jen and Traci have reserved two spots for the church at this 

year’s Fall Festival on September 25th, 12-5 at Romine 

Field.  We will be using one spot for free kids games and 

promoting Jr Church, if any group would like to use the other 

spot for information or fundraising please contact Traci at 

412.980.7411 as soon as possible.  

Dear  Friends, 

 We are grateful for the feedback from the worship survey! 

After reviewing the responses, Worship Service times will 

change. 

Our Touch a Truck event took place on 
August 21, 2021, and was a great 
success.  God blessed this event in so 
many ways, the weather, the trucks, the 
church groups, and the community that 

Amy, Jen, Nick, Kaylin, Connor, Suha, and 
Mayah for the bilingual reading 
Susan and Pastor Joe with the Prayer Tent 
Pastor John and Christine for opening their 
home. 

offer free lunch to everyone that worked 
the event.  I am so excited to see what 
God has planned for next year!! 
Special thanks to  
Vicki and Janet in Preschool Holly in 
Sunday School 
Ann and Don in Small Groups Norma 
and Monica from Wellness  
Lisa, Hailey,  Jayce, and Nick from 
Food Pantry Nancy from Missions 
Tony for cleaning and representing with 
the Church Van 
Car, Geri, Carol for working the kitchen 

Camic  
All Ways Safe 
STA School Bus 
Dorabond 
Culgan Towing 
Mckeesport Ambulance Company 
Port Vue Fire Department (seriously these 
men and women went above and beyond 
they brought the whole fleet and the 
drone!!). 

attended.   
Thank you to the church for all 
the support, prayers, and 
Facebook shares.  My vision for 
the event was to bring your 
family to meet our church family 
and see all we have to offer.  We 
exceeded my vision and it was a 
wonderful day.  Thanks to FLE 
and Social Skills we were able to 

Please Bless these groups and 
companies with prayers and support 
as they were all amazing to work 
with!! 
Port Vue Police 
Eric Shaw (Big Rig and Fireman) 
Port Vue Public Works 
Don Farr Moving 
Nuttall Public Safety Equipment 
K Dogs  
Turner’s Dairy and our very own Ed 

TOUCH 
A 

TRUCK 
 

  

  

  

  

GOOD SAMARITAN 

FOOD PANTRY 

 Items always needed:    

 

     Cereal  

     Crackers    

       Cookies  

  Like someone to pray with you?  

Call the Prayer Circle  

412-780-8636  You may also submit 

your prayer requests online at 

portvueumc.org  

 Have a Medical Question?  

Call the Care Team   412-860-6768 

 MISSING:  Flat box with 

several framed patriotic 

pictures, an easel & a 

bowl of poppies used on 

Memorial Day.   

It was left on the floor behind the counter in 

the welcome center.   

 If anyone knows where they may be, 

please let me know. – Sherri Waugh  

  

We are continuing our monthly outreach at the 
9th St Community Kitchen.  
If you are feeling called to assist, please talk with 
Nancy Denardo,  Donna Orris or Valerie Camic.  

Jr church will be resuming on 

Sunday ,September 19 at the 11:00 service. 
We will start back with a focus on the life of Paul and how, 
like Paul, God calls us right as we are but loves us too much 
to leave us like that! 
Our mission projects will be homeless bags to donate to the 
Christian Motorcyclist Association for distribution, a jail 
ministry, the Good Samaritan food pantry, and the shut ins 
of the church. 

  
Port Vue’s community 
yard sale this fall will be on 
October 2nd.  Traci will be 
selling walking tacos and 
apple nachos to fund 
social skills.  Jennifer will 

be selling pumpkin, banana, apple, and 
cinnamon quick bread for Jr Church.  We will be 
in the lower lot by the blue bin.  If you would like 
to pass out information, fundraise, or just hang 
out all are welcome.  Please contact Traci with 
any questions at 412.980.7411.  



Option congue nihil imperdiet doming quod 

PORT VUE UMC  
ANNUAL  

FLEA MARKET 
Saturday, 

 September 11th 
8:00 AM ‘til 2:00 PM 

  

Start your Ovens! 
Now’s the time to decide what you are going to 
make for the bake sale, held during the flea mar-
ket.. We will be setting up the goodies on Friday, 
September 10th.  Please have them there before 

6:30. 
Kem Morgan 412-672-4844 

FLU SHOTS WILL BE  
AVAILABLE AT THE 

 ANNUAL FLEA MARKET 
 AGAIN THIS YEAR 

 
Get through the line faster by filling in 

your consent form ahead of time. 
For a consent form see Norma Saputo of 

your Wellness Committee 

God of justice, in your wisdom you create all people in your image, without 

exception. Through your goodness, open our eyes to see the dignity, beauty, and worth of every human being. 

Open our minds to understand that all your children are brothers and sisters in the same human family. Open our 

hearts to repent of racist attitudes, behaviors, and speech which demean others. Open our ears to hear the cries of 

those wounded by racial discrimination, and their passionate appeals for change. Strengthen our resolve to make 

amends for past injustices and to right the wrongs of history. And fill us with courage that we might seek to heal 

wounds, build bridges, forgive and be forgiven, and establish peace and equality for all in our communities. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Praying for Racial Justice, St. George’s Church, Barcelona, Spain, 2016, https://st-georges-church.com/praying-

for-racial-justice. 



  

PVUMC 2021 

 Charge Conference  

will be on November 14th 

at 7pm following the 

SPRC meeting starting at pm 

  
Choir is coming 

back! 

Come join us on 

Thursday, 

September 14th at 

7:00 for choir practice. We will be 

meeting in the sanctuary. I am so excited 

to get back together.  See you there! 

Kem Morgan  412-672-4844 

  

  
Looking for Musicians 

Do you play the guitar or 

another instrument and 

would like to join the 

Saturday evening 

services, please contact the church office at 

(412) 672-7289 

   

Beginning Balance of the 

General Fund for July is 

Negative  $5,842.68  

Income        $13,229.00 

Expenses    $15,787.34 

Balance of the General Fund as of the end of 

July is negative $8,400.03 

Balance on the A/C loan is $19,869.86 

(As of 6/30/21) 

  
 Port Vue United Methodist Christian Preschool is Accepting registration for the 2021-2022 School 
Year. A $40 non-refundable registration fee will be charged.  
 All students must be toilet trained. Birth Certificate and immunization records needed.  
Contact PUVMC at (412) 672-7289  
3 Yr old , Tuesday, Thursday classes. Morning and Afternoon available. Tuition $ 65.00 
4 Yr old. Monday, Wednesday, Friday classes. Morning and Afternoon available. Tuition $ 85.000 
 

We are going to be very busy at the start of our new preschool year. The children will be playing 
games and singing songs in order to learn their classmates’ names. Along with socialization, they 
will be learning to take turns, to share, and to complete projects using crayons, scissors, and glue. 
Apples are the theme for the month to coincide with Johnny Appleseed’s birthday. We are looking 
forward to a wonderful year filled with learning and fun. 
 
Mrs, Kimberlee Duval 
Mrs. Tammy Brown 

Hello God Squad!! 

 Hope everyone had a nice summer 

break! We will be starting Youth 

Group on Sunday, September 19, 

2021.  We will be 

meeting every Sunday, unless indicated otherwise, from 1:00pm-

3:00pm in the youth room or outside (weather permitting).  During 

our meeting we have a lesson, a snack, games & outreach/ 

service projects.  Looking for youth 6th thru 12th grades to join 

our group, please contact me if interested.  Both Jennifer & I 

have some new and wonderful ideas planned.  Our first meeting 

will be held at Family Funscape-mini golf and maze in 

Elizabeth.  We will meet at the church in the upper parking lot at 

12:30pm and leave from there in the van.  Our second meeting 

we will be electing new officers (President, Vice President/Youth 

Council Delegate & Secretary).  

 

 

Here is our schedule for 2021: (Subject to change)  
September 19:  Family Funscape-mini golf & maze (leave 
12:30pm & approx. arrive back 3:30pm) 
September 26:  Election of officers (President, Vice 
President/ Youth Council Delegate, & Secretary) 
 October   3:  Pick theme for Trunk or Treat 
October 10 
October 17 
October 24:  NO MEETING 
October 28:  (Thursday) NEWSBOYS concert at Petersen 
Event Center PGH  (leave 4:30pm & approx. arrive back 
11pm) 
October 30:  Trunk or Treat 
October 31:  NO MEETING 
 November   7 
November 14:  Make bags for Twin Pines Foster Care 
November 21 
November 28:  Kennywood lights (TBD) 
 December   5:  Bake cookies 
December 12:  Bake cookies 
December 19:  Christmas Skit in church/ COOKIE Walk/ 
Christmas party 
December 26:  NO MEETING 
    Looking forward to seeing everyone in September!!   God 
Bless Amy Harris   

Hm# 724-382-4416  Cell# 412-
378-2858.   

"Attention Parents, Grandparents, Aunts, 

and Uncles!  

 We are calling for all kiddos to sign up for 

Sunday School beginning on 

 Sunday, September 26th at 9:45 AM.   

 

Registration forms can be found on the 

counter in the Welcome Center or you can 

register on our website 

at portvueumc.org.  Questions:  Contact 

Holly at  412-715-9451."    

 


