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Purpose:  The purpose of Port Vue 

UMC is to make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the 

world.   

Mission: of faith striving to 

worship, pray and grow as we 

serve God together. 

Vision: With God’s guidance, we 

will grow into an exceptionally 

welcoming and diverse community 

embodying the love of Jesus for all. 

March/April 

2022 

Facebook:  Port Vue United Methodist Church  

Website: www.portvueumc.org  

Email: portvueumc@gmail.com  

Phone (412) 672-7289  

  

The office is registered with KDKA, WTAE and WPXI for event 
closings.  Please turn to these channels for closing information.  

 

Upper Rooms Devotionals are  available in the back of the 
Sanctuary.  

 

Newsletter articles due in the office on or before the 18th of 
each month.   

   

VAN PICK UP Please call the office and schedule for van pick up 
for Sunday  Service before Thursday noon  

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

We are all starting the journey of Lent in March. According to the Book of Worship, “Lent is a season of 
forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday.” 

 

Historically, Lent began as a time of preparation for converts to Christianity (Easter was the traditional 
time of Baptism for the Early Church). Persons who were going to be confirmed would go through a 
period of prayer and fasting in preparation for their entry into Christianity. The preparation time evolved 
into a season that all Christians observed—preparing themselves for the observance and 
remembering of the crucifixion, death, and resurrection of Christ.  

 

Then, what can we do to prepare ourselves during Lent? Well, let’s think of this in an easy way. When 
we prepare to celebrate something, we often do housekeeping chores. If we are going to have a party 
at our house, we first spend some time cleaning the house. We lay in a supply of refreshments. We 
decorate. And when all is ready and the guests arrive, we celebrate. Preparing is never quite as much 
fun as celebrating, but it takes the preparation to make the celebration possible. 

Perhaps, Lent is like that. During the season through a time of prayer, fasting, meditation, we may 
need to do spiritual housecleaning, dust off our faith, shine up our commitment, lay in a supply of 
thanks and decorate our lives with the joy of the Christian life. Then, when Easter comes, we know in 
our hearts what the celebrating is all about.  

 

Let me share with you a prayer for Lent, as I hope we all prepare ourselves faithfully during this Lent 
so that we will be able to taste the new life with joy at Easter.    

  

Loving Father, today we start Lent. 

Over the next six weeks, with your help, we are going to prepare for Easter. 

From today we are making a new start with a bigger effort to be more loving and kind. 

Help us to show concern for the less fortunate, the hungry and the poor, 

and especially help us to speak to you more often. 

We ask this through Your Son, Jesus, whose death and resurrection  

we will be thinking about in the next few weeks. Amen. 

                        --Tony Castle  

 

Grace and peace! 

 

Pastor Hyung-Suk Joe 

 



 

  
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

  with choir, at 8:30AM 
 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

  at 11:00AM 
 

CHILDCARE WILL BE PROVIDED 
AT BOTH SERVICES.  

 

 HEALING SERVICE  

 Wednesday’s at 7:00pm 
 

FACEBOOK LIVE 

  at 11:00AM during 
worship  

 

VAN PICK UP is also available,  

 just call the office 

 (412) 672-7289 2021 

  

  

                        WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES Tithes, Offerings, Donations:     

Via Push Pay  

TEXT to (833) 744-6849 

“PORTVUEUMC”  

for online giving.                                                                         
Or  

Mail to                                                                                        
Port Vue UMC, 1565 Washington Blvd, 
McKeesport, PA 15133 

 WORSHIP UPDATES REGARDING COVID POLICY 

Worshippers will no longer be required to wear masks during our 

worship. If anyone would feel more comfortable still wearing their 

mask for any reason, that would be completely acceptable. We 

want to encourage the congregation to continue to be kind and 

respectful to each other.   We are now free to be at full capacity in 

our sanctuary, and we have resumed the use of Bibles, hymnals, 

and other printed materials.  

  

A note from the Treasurer: 
Please allow 5 -7 business days for a check 
to be printed for your request. 
Thank you 
Beginning Balance of the General Fund for 

October is negative $19,992.87  
Income        $16,734.67 
Expenses    $18,467.39 
Balance of the General Fund as of the end of November 
is negative  $21,725.59 

   Facebook Communications Help increase our engagement online by sharing your content ideas with Holly.  Some examples 
of posts include, but are not limited to… Are you a ministry leader who needs new or more volunteers?  Text or email holly a 
picture of your ministry in action, along with information about the opportunity to serve and how folks can sign up to get 
involved!  Share a picture from your ministry with Holly, tell her what the name of the ministry is, and she will post the picture to 

our church page and ask our viewers to take a moment to pray for that ministry.  

Are you comfortable in front of the camera?  If so, record a 1-minute video talking about how you are applying Pastor’s current 
teachings to your life.  Send the video to Holly via email, along with one or two sentences about the video, and she will share it 
on the page! Does your ministry have an upcoming event?  If so, give Holly all the details (date, time, summary of event…) and 
she will create an event page on the FB page. Do you have a ministry volunteer that is always going above and beyond?  Send 
Holly a picture of them, along with a few sentences of gratitude and she will give him or her a shout out on our Facebook 

page!  

You can reach Holly via email at holly.mcgraw@gmail.com or via text message at 412-715-9451."If you would like for your 
content to be put on the church website, included in the bulletin, newsletter, or slides please send details to Karen  

at portvueumc@gmail.com. 

 Mark Your Calendars for Good 
Friday, April 15th at 7:00pm. The 

Chancel Choir will be singing a Good Friday Cantata. 

If you are interested in participating, practice begins 

March 10th at 7:30pm. We will be  using familiar music.  

Kem Morgan 412-672-4844 

Next SPRC Meeting is scheduled for March 

16, 2022 at 7:00PM. 

A CALL TO PRAYER 
  
There was an article once written for Focus On The Family giving many reasons why Christians 
should pray daily. Let me share with you a partial list that I believe is  pertinent for times such 
as  these. 
  
1.     PRAYER IS HOW WE COMMUNICATE WITH GOD. Prayer is not just asking God for 
blessings, but, also about communicating directly with a living God who wants to be involved in 
our lives.  Without communication relationships fall apart. So, too, our relationship with God will 
suffer if we don’t communicate with Him through prayer. 
  
Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help us in our time of need.  (Hebrews 4: 16) 
  
2.     PRAYER GIVES US POWER OVER EVIL.   Through prayer even our  weakest belief  can become strong. We can call upon 
God’s strength to grant us power over the evils of this world.  
  
(Jesus tells us) in this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.   (John 16: 33B) 
  
3.     PRAYER CAN STRENGTHEN OUR CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY. When our faith or our Christian unity is weak, corporate pray-
er can strengthening our faith and reinforce the bonds between fellow believers. God can give strength to a body of believers to 
overcome any difficulties.   
  
For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them. (Matthew 18: 20) 
  
4.     PRAYER CAN SUCCEED WHERE OTHER ATTEMPTS MAY FAIL.  Prayer should never be the last resort, it should be our 
BEST resort.   There are times when sincere prayer must be offered in order to accomplish things that are out of our hands.  Ask 
God to become involved. 
  
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. (Proverbs 3: 5) 
  
5.     DON’T FORGET TO PRAISE GOD AND GIVE HIM THANKS.   Prayer should always start with praise to God and thankful-
ness for what He has done and what He is about to do. Thanksgiving and praise brings down the glory of God and captures the 
essence of our appreciation to God for His greatness and power. 
  
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;   (1 Thessalonians 5: 16) 
  
Our church leaders are  calling on our congregation to once again  reinstate the PRAY DAY MONDAY initiative .   This is a call to 
prayer for our congregation to lift  up critical needs facing our world,  our nation,  our community, our church and  our family 
units.   We know that with war in Eastern Europe erupting, our nations law givers in conflict, our school’s in crisis, and many of our 
families facing insurmountable obstacles, we can see the need to go to the Lord in prayer.  Like many others, our church also has 
it’s challenges  and we covet your prayers.  We are undertaking a new Wednesday night ministry called Harbor or Hope which we 
believe will be a blessing to many.  Even with cutting back, our church finances are struggling.  Our children’s ministries are flour-
ishing but continue to be in need of prayers and support. And, let us pray that with help from our Lord  and not by our own efforts, 
we will be united in service to Him.  
  
That is why we ask you to take some time on Mondays to communicate our needs to the Lord.  Ask Him to give us power to over-
come worldly and community difficulties, to strengthen our Christian community and to help us to succeed where we,  in our own 
power, have fallen short.  We have faith,  if we take one day per week to focus on these needs God will honor those prayers. We 
continue to give Him all of our thanksgiving and praise.  
  
Submitted  for the Pray Day Monday Initiative, by Ann Lopretto. 



God Squad! 

Youth Leader-Amy Harris 

Youth Leader Helper-Jennifer Chiaverini 

President-Mayah Koon 

Vice President-Kate Atkins 

Secretary-Abigail Evans 

Treasurer-(Adult Leader) Jennifer Chiaverini 

Assistant Treasurer-Marilyn Evans 

Amy Harris  - God Squad, Youth Group Leader 

 God Squad is selling Sunny's Homemade 

Pierogies starting February 13.  Orders forms and money are due by March 13, 2022, and the delivery date is set 

for April 10, 2022.  Each order includes a dozen (12) pierogies and arrives frozen.  Prices range from $8.00-

$9.00.  There is an order sheet in the Welcome Center.   

 

MISSING:  The net for the new ping pong table that was donated to God Squad is missing from the youth room.  The net was laying 

on top of the gaga ball pit.  If anyone has seen it and moved it, please let us know where it is.  Currently, we 

are using an old one given to us by Pastor along with 2 paddles & a ball. The youth have been starting to play 

during free time towards the end of our meetings and they love it!  I recently bought one new paddle and a 

package of 6 balls.  Please, before moving or throwing out things in the youth room, contact myself or Jennifer 

  

 

 

  Trustees Corner March 2022 

 

 

 

Singer Paint & Glass called to inform us that the materials to complete the replacement doors by the 
Halverson/Choir room have finally arrived at the door manufacturer,  but there is still no date set for 

installation.  

 

Snow removal of the parking lots this year is accredited to Shane Lawson. 
 

The chains for the church plow have been replaced and it is operational, and the snowblower in the storage shed has a new 

carburetor/fuel line and is also operational again. 
 

The weekend snow removal gets accredited to Lisa and Kevin Opfar. 
 

There are several fluorescent ceiling fixtures that need upgraded to LED. One in the Nursery, one in the hall outside of the fellowship 

hall restrooms, and a couple of more in the fellowship hall need attention ASAP. 
 

The ceiling lights above the altar also need upgraded to LED. 
 

The water-damaged ceiling tiles have been replaced throughout the Welcome Center, Fellowship Hall, Nursery and coat room. 
 

The Nursery had an early Spring cleaning! The carpets were cleaned by Richard Thomas and the Hankos gave the walls a fresh 

coat of paint and wall-art that was supplied by leftover material from the downstairs insurance coverage. 
 

The damaged blinds in the parsonage have been replaced the cordless type. These included the dining room, living room, family 

room, and front bedroom. 
 

Kudos to Ann & Bernie Lopretto for Spring cleaning the preschool carpet. 

Lasagna Dinner Sale 

Sponsored by the FOD Ministry 

Saturday April 30, 2022 

2PM—4PM 

Eat in or Take Out 

$ 12 Adults  

$6 Children under 12 years of age 



  ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL  

  

Social Skills 

 Our teen Social Skills group has started its meetings. We have 
made some big changes to that program as well.  We are 
praying and are asking the congregation to pray for success with 
this group too.    

If you know of any children that would benefit from our program 
please reach out.  Also if you are  being led to help children with 
different needs please reach out. 

Traci Koon  412-980-7411  tracinmayah@gmail.com 

  

All children and youth of the church are welcome.   

 *Jr Church is growing and 
we are so blessed to have 
these amazing kids join us 
each week.  If you are 
looking for a way to help 
with the kids or teens we 

would love to have some adult helpers join us downstairs 
during the 11 o’clock service.  Please see Traci or Jen if 

interested. 

 *The way we are doing communion is changing.  The self-
serve cups are too hard to get prepared for the little ones 
so they will be brought back to their parents before 
communion starts.  I will refresh their understanding before 
they come upstairs.  Please grab a baggie for your child at 

the beginning of the service. 

*As always, please reach out with any questions or 

concerns  Traci Koon 412-980-7411 

 Starting: Sunday, March 20th, 2022. 10 am - Between Worship Services. 

Where: Social Hall (prayer time @ 9:45) 

DAVID: by Pastor Andy Stanley 

Humble shepherd. Giant-slayer. Gifted poet. Mighty warrior. Flawed man. Legendary leader. 

In this 5-part series, Andy Stanley explores the life of one of history's most famous kings. 

 You will be challenged to emulate this great leader and his example of integrity and courage. 

Be part of what could be a life-changing experience! 

  

 

In  Memory of  Samantha Mrvos      Given by:  Joni Borkowski, Lu & Kathy Urbanski         

In  Memory of Sam Borzi      Given by:  Joni Borkowski  

In Memory of Lu Koon      Given by:  F.O.D. 

In Memory of Shirley Mansfield     Given by: Carol & Richard Andrews 

In Memory of Chuck Jones     Given by: Louise Jones 

In Memory of Gerry Waugh     Given by: Debra Vogt, Kerry Di Battista, Jerry & Kem Morgan, Tom Hagan 

In Memory of Bill Wahrenberger    Given by: Tom Hagan 

Loving and faithful God, we come to you, Father, to ask that through your Son, Jesus 
and in communion with the Holy Spirit, you help us in the battle against America’s 
“original sin” of racism that divides us from being the Body of Christ that we are called to 
be as your children. 
We implore you to give us your wisdom, so that we may build a community founded on 
the Gospel message of the life and dignity of all people from conception to natural death, 
and to live in communion like the divine communion of the Holy Trinity. 
Bless parents that they may form their children in faith, to love one another regardless of 

skin color, ethnicity and national origin, just as Jesus loves us. Bless and protect all of us as we live out our faith in being 
“instruments of your peace” as St. Francis said. Fill us with a thirst for justice and righteousness. 
Hear our prayer and give us the courage, compassion, and perseverance to root out any form of injustice within our communities 
and to bring the healing love of Christ to all in need.  Amen. 
 
Excepted from “Made in God’s Image” (pdf), a prayer from the Archdiocese of Washington, written by Wilton Cardinal Gregory, The 
Most Reverend Mario E. Dorsonville, The Most Reverend Roy E. Campbell, Jr., The Most Reverend Michael W. Fisher.  

  We as a church want to remember all those who are unable to be present in church with us. Look in your directory or 

call the office for their address and phone number so you can send them well wishes and keep in touch.   

 If you know of anyone who is sick, hospitalized, or unable to attend church regularly for any reason; health, mobility 

issues, etc., please give their name and contact Information to the church office.   

 

 Bill Albrighton  Norma Cooper  Walt Flowers  Ann Fox  Dan Jacobs 

 Ken & Jean Katrick Evelyn Lickley  Lucille Morningstar Dorothy Nehila  Janice Randolph                

 Jack Riley  Chris Southwick  Annie Wahrenberger Virginia Winters    

RightNow Media 

From the Port Vue Web site portvueumc.org be sure to check the Resources tab and RightNow Media.  All Port 

Vue UMC members, visitors and other participants are also entitled to free, quality Bible Studies and Children’s 

videos.  Once you set up an account these videos can be watched on a cell phone, tablet, computer or TV using the 

Roku or Chromecast services.  This provide a source of quality Christian programming for both adults and children. 

I would like to thank everyone for your thoughts & prayers during Gerry’s hospital stay & his final days at home.  I 

know he is at peace with our Heavenly Father.  I continue to hold onto His promise – “God will make a way…”  Please 

continue to pray for our 2 sons – Monte & Lyle along with our grandsons – Trent & Logan.  May God bless each & 

every one of you.                                                                                    Sherri Waugh  

Easter Flowers are available to order at the church. Orders must be place by March 14th 

$10 for each arrangement. Hyacinths, Lilies, Mums, Tulips 

https://portvueumc.org/


 Looking for Musicians  Do you play the guitar or another 

instrument and would like to join  services, please contact 

the church office at      (412) 672-7289 

 

  

  

  

Our PVUMC Preschool will be accepting new registrations for the 2022-2023 school 

year starting March 1-March 11 for our church members.   

Your child must be 3 or 4 years old by September 1st to qualify for the program. Classes are as follows: 3 yr old class [Tues/

Thurs]- 4 yr old class [Mon/Wed/Fri] –morning classes [9:30-noon]/afternoon classes[1:00 -3:30].  

Open enrollment to the public will not begin until March 15th. Registration forms will be available at the church office or you can 

download a registration form from the Preschool website and turn it in at the church office- 8:00-12:00 – Mon.-Thurs. or mail it 

to PVUMC.  

 Please return form and registration fee by March 11. There will be a $40 registration non-refundable fee.  

Please call the Preschool at 412-672-7289 if you have questions. 

Train up  a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6  

   It's Back! Join Us Live Online 

Every 2nd Thursday of the month, 7:00pm (ET) direct your web browser to af180.online.church for our 

virtual Evangelism Huddle. John Zimmerman will facilitate a discussion with Evangelist Paul Morelli 

centered on the ways Paul has trained his heart and eyes to see opportunity for outreach and relationship 

in the common gathering places in community. You will be inspired to consider your own local context in 

sharing the love of Jesus. Your questions and comments can be directed through the available chat box. 

Mark your calendar and bookmark the site (af180.online.church) right now! 

And while your at it, reserve EVERY 2nd Thursday of the month for the live online Evangelism Huddle. 

  

 Are you interested in Audio and Visual technology? We could 

use your help with Worship Services. Please contact the office for 

more information. 

412-672-7289 

  

                        Philippians 4:13:  
      I can do everything through him who gives me strength.  

9th St Community Kitchen Ministry  1st and 4th Thursdays 

every month from 3:30-6pm. If you are interested in 

helping please talk to Val Camic, Donna Orris or Nancy 

Denardo.   

 Port Vue United Methodist Church is committed to providing a safe, healthy, and loving 

environment for our youngest family members. We are looking to hire a Child Care Assistant to 

join our caring team to serve in the Nursery on Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings, major 

holidays and special events. Our current Child Care Coordinator has several youth members 

available to assist. Act 33, Act 34 and FBI Fingerprint Clearances are required by our Safe 

Sanctuaries Policy for childcare and can be paid for by the church if needed. Hourly rate will be discussed at the interview. 

Applications will be available in the Church Office, on the church website,  portvueumc.org, or by email request 

at portvueumc@gmail.com. Please turn completed applications in to the church office, in person at 1565 Washington 

Boulevard, Port Vue PA 15133 or by fax at (412) 672-5353 or email as above. Please contact the church office at (412) 672-

7289 or SPRC Chairperson Suzanne Evans, senurse@comcast.net. with any questions you may have. We look forward to 

hearing from you! 

   Have a Medical Question?  

Call the Care Team   412-860-6768 

 Like someone to pray with you?  

Call the Prayer Circle   412-780-8636   

You may also submit your prayer 

requests online at portvueumc.org  

This is an exciting time at preschool. We are anxiously awaiting the first signs of spring. We cannot wait to 

get back outside to play! We’ve missed playing duck-duck-goose, chalking on the sidewalk, blowing bub-

bles, and driving cars and trucks. Our four-year-old classes will be performing in our annual circus, which 

will be held on Friday, March 11. The children have been practicing and working so hard to make it the best 

performance possible. It will definitely be the greatest show in Port Vue! All of our classes will be receiving 

vision screenings from Blind & Vision Rehabilitation Services of Pittsburgh. The screenings will take place during classes on 

Monday, March 14 and Tuesday, March 15. St. Patrick’s Day is coming soon and we are wondering if the leprechaun will stop by. 

The children are hoping he leaves a golden coin or two. If we’re lucky, they’ll be made out of chocolate. Yum!! We are going to 

have so much fun in March! 

Mrs. Kimberlee Duval &  Mrs. Tammy Brown 
Do you have special occasion coming up? 

Consider renting the Fellowship Hall for meeting and parties.  

Please contact the office for more information 

412-672-7289 

https://sable.godaddy.com/c/168853?id=20388.269.1.c9e2a47bbc5c113a8a420f1140e7d3b4
https://sable.godaddy.com/c/168853?id=20388.270.1.6c37403248d3b3a966449fdfd5fd2aec


NEW Bible Study, Fellowship Dinner, and Healing Prayer on Wednesday nights! 

Join us at 6 PM every Wednesday starting on March 9th for a fellowship dinner, bible study, and healing prayer.  Childcare will be 
provided!   
 
The Harbor of Hope Bible study helps us to discover our higher power as revealed in the bible.  Together we will enjoy a meal 
together, explore the writings of the Holy Bible, pursue a relationship with Jesus Christ and receive healing prayer.  Attendees 
can expect to be transformed from brokenness to wholeness.   
 
“We have not only been mentally and physically ill, but we have also been spiritually sick. When the spiritual malady is 
overcome, we straighten out mentally and physically.”   
 
Please accept this notice as not only an invitation for you to join us, but also an invitation for your neighbors, family, and friends!  
Please invite anyone you know who you feel could benefit from this opportunity for fellowship and growth! 

Announcements for Harbor of Hope 

 We all have pieces of our lives that seem to be broken. ☝️What if we told you that we had a solution that would help you be 

transformed from brokenness to wholeness? ☄ W️ould you accept the invitation?  

 Come and see what we are talking about. Join us on Wednesdays starting on March 9th at 6 PM for a Fellowship Dinner, Harbor 

of Hope, and Healing Prayer.  

 

 Are you wondering what the Harbor of Hope part is all about? ➡️It's an experience that will help you to grow your faith, refresh 

your spirit, and equip you to take on all that life brings. 

God is greater than all our highs and lows.   

 

❓ Are you searching for your Higher Power? 

❓ Has God been tugging at your heart?  

❓ Are you looking for a faith community?  

❓ Do you struggle with addiction?  

❓ Do you want to learn more about the Bible?  

❓ Are you looking to have fellowship with other believers?  

❓ Do you need a break from making dinner once a week? 

❓ Do you want to get your kids involved at church but Sundays are a struggle?  

  Did you know that churches are hospitals for sinners and not museums for saints? 

 

 If you answered YES to one or more of these questions then you will want to join us on Wednesday evenings for.... 

 

  Fellowship Dinner  

  Harbor of Hope 

  Healing Prayer 

 

 Childcare and activities provided! 

 

  Don't let transportation stop you. Let us know if you need a ride! 

 

And if you have any friends or family that you think would answer YES to any of the above questions, share this post! 


