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Advent Sermon Series:  

Our preaching theme for this Advent 
season is the Jesse Tree. The symbols 
on the Jesse Tree represents a Biblical 
"family tree. This Advent we will ex-
plore the Jesse Tree—the family tree of 
Jesse, the father of King David. We will 
come to understand a little more of 
what it means to acclaim Jesus as the 
“Son of David.”  

In each week’s Advent worship services, 
we will focus on one of the “big branch-
es” of the Jesse Tree, but there is so 
much more to be discovered. This Ad-
vent, let us set aside a few minutes 
each day to look back at our roots, then 
look forward to our future, as we invite 
Christ to be born anew in our life to-
gether. 

 

ADVENT 1: NEW SHOOTS - December 2 

Jesse Tree Ancestor: Joseph 

   "A shoot shall come out from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots..."  Isaiah 11:1 

ADVENT 2: STARS - December 9 

Jesse Tree Ancestor: Abraham  

     "Look toward heaven and count the 
stars… so shall your descendants be...."   
Genesis 15:5 

 

ADVENT 3: LIGHTS - December 16 

Jesse Tree Ancestor: John the Baptist 

     "He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe 
through him…"   John 1:7 

 

ADVENT 4: LILY - December 23 

Jesse Tree Ancestor: Mary  

Friends,  

 

It's hard to believe that November is already here!  

 

November is the month in which we change the settings on our clocks, we put away the light clothes of summer for the 

warmth of sweaters. November is also a month of blessing, as we gather around the table, eat turkey, and share a great 

time with family and friends, taking time to offer words of prayer to God. Those words of prayer, at least in my home, are 

often centered on the positive events of the past year. Perhaps your Thanksgiving grace is the same. But it occurs to me 

that it is actually the challenging events of the past year that have been a place of growth and maturation for me - perhaps 

that is the same for you as well. 

  

We may seldom offer words of appreciation to God for days of struggle, for times of confrontation, for moments of doubt. 

Who is grateful for conversations that are critical, for arguments that are left unresolved, or for the times when forgiveness 

and reconciliation are elusive or non-existent? And yet, aren't those the very times when we are moved to stop and 

consider, to re-evaluate, and recognize our own piece of accountability? 

  

As people of faith, we know God's presence at all moments of our lives and, that being the case, God is also with us in the 

less-than-wonderful times as well. In those un-wonderful times, surely God, through His Holy Spirit, is at work, bringing us 

new opportunities to learn and grow.  

It may be hard to see it and feel God's presence with us when we are in middle of pain and sufferings in life. But when we, 

in God's grace, persevere in faith and finally get through, we realize again that the vibrancy in life is found in those times 

through which we learn something important that leads us to grow and mature in life. May it be so! 

 
 

With thanksgiving in our hearts for all that life brings to us and for this path of discipleship to which we have been called, 

may we praise God, not only this month, but each and every day. 

  

Wishing you every blessing, 

 

Pastor Hyung-Suk Joe 

 Port Vue UMC Purpose, 
Mission & Vision  - Adopted at 
Charge Conference - November 
20, 2016 

Purpose:  The purpose of Port 
Vue UMC is to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.   

Mission: of faith striving to 
worship, pray and grow as we 
serve God together. 

Vision: With God’s guidance, we 
will grow into an exceptionally 
welcoming and diverse 
community embodying the love 
of Jesus for all. 

Facebook:  Port Vue United Methodist Church 
Website: www.portvueumc.org 

Email: portvueumc@gmail.com 
Phone (412) 672-7289 

  
The office is registered with KDKA, WTAE and WPXI for 

event closings.  Please turn to these channels for closing 
information.  

 
Upper Rooms Devotionals are  available in the back of the 

Sanctuary.  
 

Newsletter articles due in the office on or before the 18th of 
each month.   

   
VAN PICK UP Please call the office and schedule for van 

pick up for Sunday  Service before Thursday noon 

Port Vue United    Methodist Church 
1565 Washington Boulevard 
McKeesport, PA 15133 
Phone: 412-672-7289 
Fax: 412-672-5353 

E-mail: portvueumc@gmail.com 
 Return Service Requested 
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2022 Enjoy Books are Available  
in the Office $30.00 

   RightNow Media 

From the Port Vue Web site portvueumc.org be sure to check the Resources tab and RightNow Media.  All Port Vue UMC members, 

visitors and other participants are also entitled to free, quality Bible Studies and Children’s videos.  Once you set up an account these videos 

can be watched on a cell phone, tablet, computer or TV using the Roku or Chromecast services.  This provide a source of quality Christian 

programming for both adults and children. 

WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES  

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 
  with choir, at 8:30AM 

 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
  at 11:00AM 

 

CHILDCARE WILL BE PROVIDED  
AT BOTH SERVICES.  

 

  Wednesday’s at 7:00pm 
 

FACEBOOK LIVE 
  at 11:00AM during worship  

 

VAN PICK UP is also available,  
  call the office (412) 672-7289  

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY—STARTING 

OCTOBER 26TH 

 

 We will start a new Bible Study based on The 

Jesus I Never Knew by Philip Yancey.  

Philip Yancey writes: “The Jesus I got to know in writing this 

book is very different from the Jesus I learned about in Sunday 

School. In some ways more comforting; in some ways more 

terrifying.” 

This six-week study will begin on Wednesday, October 26th  at 7 

PM. During the six-week study, we will explore who Jesus is and 

what his significance is for our lives as we read the book, watch 

the DVD, and discuss together.  

 Starting: Sunday, November 6, 2022 - 10:0am - Church Social 

Hall.   ETERNITY   (by Pastor 

Robert Morris) You have probably 

been asked that question by a 

preacher or others with the best 

intentions, but did they explain 

what eternity really means? Have you taken the time to think 

about how your decisions today will affect your destiny?   Pastor 

Robert Morris teaches the following truths: When you choose 

Jesus, you get to spend eternity with Him 

How you live today determines how you will spend eternity 

God’s character is the answer to your tough questions  

Remember, you will spend a lot more time in eternity than you 

will here!  

Eternity is your choice!  For God so loved the world that He gave 

His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16). 

This is a 3-week DVD series with discussion time. Many of you 

have said that you don't like lengthy Bible studies. Well here is 

your chance to attend a short one!  Hope to see you there on 

November 6. Prayer Time begins each week at 9:45. 

A note from the Treasurer:  

Please allow 5 -7 business days for a check to be 

printed for your request. 

Thank you 

Beginning Balance of the General Fund for  September 

is  $3,187.49       

Income        $30,324.43 

Expenses    $16,692.22 

Balance of the General Fund as of the end of  September is 

$16,819.70 

We as a church want to remember all 

those who are unable to be present in 

church with us. Look in your directory or 

call the office for their address and phone number so you can send 

them well wishes and keep in touch.   

 If you know of anyone who is sick, hospitalized, or unable to attend 

church regularly for any reason; health, mobility issues, etc., please 

give their name and contact Information to the church office.   

Kay Borzi Norma Cooper      Walt Flowers                       

Ann Fox               Dan Jacobs               Jean Katrick           

Evelyn Lickley Margaret Marker      Lucille Morningstar              

Dorothy Nehila Janice Randolph       Jack Riley     

Cathy Schultz Chris Southwick        Annie Wahrenberger  

    

 The next SPRC Meeting will be November 15th at 7pm 

 As  a cost saving measure  a limited  number of boxes of envelopes have been ordered for those who 

use them regularly. There will be a supply of pew envelopes for anyone who  did not bring an envelope.  

Your envelope number will be changing. Everyone  will  be assigned a number and the list of numbers 

will be located in the back of the sanctuary.  Going forward , please  use your assigned giving number on 

all donations to expedite the posting of donations.  

Thank you, The Counting Team 

  9th Street Community Kitchen Christmas Party   December 15th is the date for the annual 9th Street Community Kitchen Christmas 

party.  We will be providing the desserts and have been asked to make hygiene supply bags to be given out at the party. Items needed to fill 

the bags are:  

Regular size box of tissues 

Bath puff or loofah type sponge 

Body wash 

Shampoo 

Pump hand soap 

Toothbrush (in original wrapper) 

Toothpaste 

There will be a box in the welcome center to receive your donations. 

 

9th Street Community Kitchen Has a New Home 

Following the explosion that destroyed the YWCA building in McKeesport,  the 9th St Community Kitchen has relocated to the Light House 

City Church at 536 Shaw Ave McKeesport. Serving the community a hot meal every Thursday from 4:30-5:30pm. 

A Bible study is also offered at 3:45pm for those interested in attending. Our church will continue making home made desserts and  help in 

serving the meal on the 1st and last Thursdays every month. For more information or to volunteer please talk to Donna Orris or Val Camic. If you think you know everything about Christmas come and see:  

The Christmas Experience   

- a 6-week small group DVD study that examines the Christmas story in 

detail, helping groups (and families) prepare for the Christmas season. 

Each episode will focus on how God chose each individual in the 

Christmas story for a specific purpose. Those participating in The 

Christmas Experience study will be able to find themselves in the 

Christmas story, as they learn that what happened then changes 

everything now. 

Please join us to experience again (for the first time) this very well done 6-

part story of the Christmas Story. All of the main characters roles will be 

examined to show their part in God's timing and plan for our redemption.  

Beginning: Sunday, Nov.29, 2022 at 10am - The Adult Sunday Bible 

Study.  The DVD part will be presented by teacher Kyle Idleman 

followed by a discussion time. 

Prayer time begins at 9:45 

https://portvueumc.org/


 

   Good and gracious God, Who loves and delights in all people, we stand in awe before You, knowing that the spark of life within 

each person on earth is the spark of your divine life.      Differences among cultures and races are multicolored manifestations of 

Your Light. May our hearts and minds be open to celebrate similarities and differences among our sisters and brothers. We place 

our hopes for racial harmony in our committed action and in Your Presence in our Neighbor. May all peoples live in Peace.  Amen.  

Sisters of Mercy, https://www.sistersofmercy.org/resource/prayer-the-elimination-of-racism/.  

 Good Samaritan Food Pantry  

Children's Gifts 

The "Angel Trees" with the age and gender 

of a child from our Good Samaritan Food 

Pantry families will be available Sunday Oct 

30th. Gifts must be returned by Sunday Nov 

27th.                                 

Cost of gift should be $15-20.  Distribution 

will start on Dec 2nd. 

Teen Gift Cards 

Teenagers from age 13-18 who are members 

of our Food pantry families will receive a $20-

25 Walmart gift card. Monetary donations are 

needed to purchase the gift cards. Please 

mark your donation "Teen gift card". 

A  DVD Resource Library has 
been set up in the meeting 
room of the annex (next to the 
Secretary’s office). These are 
teaching/learning resources 
that have been collected over 
the years by Don Scarborough 
and are being made available 
for anyone interested in them. 
There will be a sign-out sheet 
located there to keep a record 
of those DVDs being checked 
out. There are leader guides 
also available with many of the 
DVDs.   This can be a 
valuable tool to help you 
improve your knowledge of the 

Scriptures. Are you interested in Audio and Visual 

technology? 

 We could use your help with Worship 

Services.  

Please contact the office for more 

information.  412-672-7289 

Prayer Circle  

 Ministry 

Our Church’s Prayer Circle uses the One 
Call Tell All system for prayer requests.   
Call  Nancy Denardo at 412 780-8636.  
We have  faithful and dedicated prayer 
partners who know and believe in the  
importance of prayer. We know that 

prayer does work.  May the Lord bless 

this  ministry.  

Do You have a child that struggles with social skills?  We have just the group for you.  The social skills group here at 

Port Vue United Methodist Church is a parent run program.  With our younger kids, we talk about being a good sport 

that using words and actions to say sorry, forgiveness, and asking for help. The older kids learn about money 

management, self advocating, relationships, and more. If you know of anyone who would benefit from our program 

please reach out to Traci Koon at 412-980-7411. 

 In Memory of:   Given by: 

William “Bill” Albrighton Rev Karen & Rev Bob Trask 

     Jerry & Kem Morgan 

      Kerry DiBattista 

     Vicki Underwood 

     Mike & Vicky Tomcik 

     Thomas Hagan 

 

Samantha Mrvos   Lou & Kathy Urbanski 

Have a Medical Question?  

Call the Care Team   

 412-860-6768 

 Looking for 

Musicians  

 Do you play the guitar or another 

 instrument and would like to join  services, 

 please contact the church office at       

(412) 672-7289 

https://www.sistersofmercy.org/resource/prayer-the-elimination-of-racism/


Fall is an exciting time in preschool. We are currently practicing songs for our upcoming Thanksgiving 

program. Turkeys and pumpkins are the theme for the month. Our classes will be painting pumpkins on 

paper using LEGO’s. We will also be making our own turkey costumes out of grocery bags, and our own 

headbands using our handprints for the feathers. Everyone will be decorating a placemat to use at their 

Thanksgiving dinner table. We are truly enjoying this blessed time of year. There is so much to be thankful 

for this year! 

Our preschool classes are sure to be excited in December. We will be busy making ornaments to decorate our class Christmas tree and 

making special gifts for our parents. We will also be busy practicing songs for our Christmas program. There will also be class parties to 

enjoy! Some of our themes for the month are angels, Christmas trees, and of course, Santa Claus! We cannot wait to enjoy this happy 

and peaceful holiday season with games, songs and some sweet treats too! Merry Christmas from the 

preschool! 

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will 

not depart from it.   

Proverbs 22:6                                

 Wrapped In Love Ministry   A prayer shawl or lap robe is intended to be a reminder of God’s everlasting Love, which is as near to you 

as your own body is to your spirit. It is made and given with the love of God in ind. Each item is freely given. 

 

If you are the maker. Know that each item, whether is shawl or lap robe, will go to an individual in need of God’s love and support. Each 

item is a blend of prayers, talents, gifts and grace. 

 

If you are a giver. Know that each item was made with covering prayers throughout the process. These items are made with God in 

mind. They are gifts of love from the maker. 

 

If you are e receiver. Know that you may cling to the prayer shawl or lap robe because you are clinging to God. You may be facing a 

time of loss of a loved one, a health scare and recovery, or a time of stressful challenges.  

 

At your time of need you may not want to be far from the love of God. May you continue to grow in your awareness of God’s blessings. 

If you are in need of a lap robe or shawl, please contact the church office or Ann Lopretto. 

PRAY DAY MONDAY—MAKE SPACE FOR GOD 

What does it mean to Make Space for God? It means intentionally limiting our time with devices and other needless activities so that  

we can enjoy more time with God and with others. It means choosing to disconnect from distractions so that we can reconnect with our 

faith, family and friends. 

 

When you pray, go into  your room, close the door and pray to you Father, who Is unseen. Then you Father, who see what is done in 

secret, will reward you. (Matt6:6) 

 

The Christian week focuses on the blessings and joys of creation, when after six days of wor, the Lord ceased from His labors and 

embraced sabbath rest. Setting apart one day each week, God modeled for His children how He wants us to live. Since early Christian 

history, believers have developed ways of structuring our use of time to reflect our most fundamental beliefs and to commemorate our 

most meaningful events. The Christian year is built around the calendar of events starting with Advent and Christmas, followed by 

Epiphany, Lent, Easter, then Pentecost, which leads us through summer and harvest back to All Saint’s Day. We go full circle, starting 

again at Advent where the calendar repeats itself again. 

 

All in All, time and space have been important priorities for Christians throughout church history. The use of time and space aiding 

using our spiritual development is not a new concept. Neither is our abuse and neglect of both. Therefore, there may be a desperate 

need for us to use our time for specific growth and development of our spiritual lives. Taking time for prayer, Christian study, Sabbath 

worship, service and fellowship must be worked into our daily, weekly and monthly lives. There is a time for everything and a season 

for every activity under heaven. (Ecc3:1) 

 

Please continue with our  Pray Day Monday initiative by setting aside a time on Monday to focus your prayers on the needs of our 

world, our nation, our community and especially our local church.  Continue to ask for God’s guidance and His will to be done in all 

situations.  

 

Excerpts from Christianity Today. 

 

Ann Lopretto 

Christmas Poinsettias  6.5” potted plant 

Christmas will soon be upon us. Sign-up sheets for Poinsettias are available in the 

Welcome Center and on the bulletin board.  The price is $8.50 each, the deadline is 

November 22nd and color choices are: Red, White or Jingle Bells (Red/white specks.)  

Please your order as soon as possible. Make your check payable to:  

Port Vue United Methodist Church. 

Thank You, Judy Hanko 

Family Life Enrichment     Thank you to all who came out for the 5th Sunday brunch! How wonderful to be able to come together again 

in food and and in fellowship! 

 

FLE will be hosting its annual kids community Christmas party on Saturday, December 17th from 10am to noon. Activities will include 

the Nativity story, snacks, games, possibly a surprise guest, and our annual Christmas shoppe. Children preschool through 5th grade 

are welcome to attend. This event is free. 

 The PVUMCC Preschool’s 3rd Annual Pittsburgh Popcorn Fundraiser was a huge success. $2,240 was raised. We extend a huge “thank 

you” to our Preschoolers, their families and friends, and the PVUM Church Family for their support.  A special “thank you” to Traci Koon 

for driving the PVUMC van to the Southside to pick up the 718 bags of popcorn.  



Trustees Corner Nov-Dec 2022 

 

 Over several weeks of September there have been several incidents that occurred 

throughout the church such as:  

• lights left on 

• toys were broken in the nursery 

• doors not locked/latched properly 

• the fisherman statue by the pond was broken 

• the sanctuary PA system was on 

• hand cleaner was spilled on the choir room piano 

the kitchen coffee pot was left on (there is no timer on that brand) 

 

 The van had the rear brakes/pads/calipers replaced and an undercoating applied to help deter further rusting. 

Note: Due to the age of the van there is deterioration of the brake and fuel lines that will have to be monitored. 

 

 After the spaghetti dinner the trustees were informed that they found water on the floor in front of the kitchen sink. It was determined 

that the disposal was leaking, which was replaced on Friday Oct 14 when the downstairs urinal was repaired. On the following Sunday I was 

informed that there was a stain on the ceiling of the newly repainted downstairs girls bathroom, which came from the kitchen water leak. It's 

above the right hand sink about 16” in diameter that's repairable. 

 

 The insects were removed from the Sunday School overhead lights. 

 

 There has been an ongoing issue with the center toilet in the downstairs girls bathroom backing up  

recently. A-! Sewer ran a toilet snake through and recommended that the toilet be replaced. 

 Youth Group! Mark your 

calendar!     “ Rise UP For 

Him!”  The rumors are true… 

youth group has undergone a 

name change to reflect the 

core mission of our program 

based in Romans 12:2, “Do 

not conform to the pattern of 

this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your mind, 

that you may prove what is 

that good and acceptable and 

perfect will of God.” 

 

R- righteous 

I- in (a) 

S-secular 

E- existence 

UP! 

Our youth live in a world 

where they are told that they 

are perfect just as they are. 

They are told that they don’t 

need anyone or anything to 

be complete. That is the 

world’s message. Jesus’ 

message is that we are all 

sinners in need of a Savior 

and can be redeemed only 

through Him. Our mission this 

year will focus on how to be 

IN this world without 

conforming TO this world 

through biblically based 

lessons, games, fellowship, 

and mission projects. We 

want our kids to Rise UP!  

 

 

 Please contact Jen 

Chiaverini at 412 916-6966 or 

Traci Koon at 412 980 7411 If 

you have any questions. 

  

 Rise UP! Youth Group News 

 

Thank you’s…. 

 

A big thank you for everyone who came out to support our spaghetti dinner in October! We made 

$775.00! 

Also a big thank you to everyone who donated to and participated in our annual trunk or treat! 

 

What we are up to…. 

 

In October, our youth group made fall flower arrangements and then delivered them to 10 of our local shut ins. It was such a joy for our 

youth to meet and spend time with members of the church that they normally wouldn’t have met. They welcomed the youth into their 

homes and shared their church memories with them. What a wonderful experience for all! 

We are working to make this a monthly endeavor! 

 

Our youth group responded to the recent and unfortunate displacement of several nursing home patients that were evacuated in the 

middle of the night from a care center in Turtle Creek. Many residents left with nothing but the clothes on their banks.  

We were able to supply them with personal hygiene products, blankets, and clothing due to the generous donations we receive from our 

church family when we put out a collection call.  

Thank you to all who respond to that call.  

 

The youth group will hold its annual cookie walk on Sunday, December 18th from 12:00-1:00… or until we run out of cookies! A large 

plate, approximately 2 dozen, will be $14.00 and a small plate, approximately 1 dozen, will be $7.00. Money raised will help to offset the 

cost of outings and mission projects for our youth. More details to follow. 

Our youth will also be participating in the December 18th church service. Mark your calendar to come out and support them!  

 eGiving platform 
We have changed our electronic giving (eGiving) platform from 
PushPay to Vanco Faith.  This will save the church over $1,000 per 
year, while providing an easier to use giving experience! 
To Setup your Vanco Faith Account 

Download the Vanco Mobile app from the Google Play Store or the 
Apple App Store. 

Launch the app and search for Port Vue UMC. 
Set up or Log In to your account. 
Click Give. 
Select the Fund and Frequency, then click Add to basket,  or Give 

Now. 
You can also use Vanco from a computer, laptop or smart phone (with. 
Go to the church website portvueumc.org, click the Donate button, then 
Donate via Vanco. 
 
Thank you for supporting Port Vue UMC 

https://portvueumc.org


    Remembrance Service   

December 7th, PVUMC 7PM   

  RSVP by December 1st to (412) 672-7289 

A Time to Remember.... As the holiday season approaches, such festivities may feel out of place in your life.  

The loss of a loved one can create a contrast between Christmas cheer and the grief you feel. Port Vue U.M.C. will host a 

Remembrance Service to honor the lives of those who have entered God’s eternal kingdom. You and your family are invited to attend, 

as we remember and celebrate the lives of the people who are no longer with us in this world but hold a place in our hearts forever; 

never to be forgotten.  

 

We will have a memorial tribute video, and we would like to include a photo of your loved one. Email or mail pictures with your name 

and the name of your loved one to be remembered to portvueumc@gmail.com or mail a photo with a self- addressed envelope (for 

return of picture) by December 1st. to Port Vue U.M.C. at 1565 Washington Blvd McKeesport, Pa 15133.   

 

This special service will take place on Wednesday, December 7, 2022, at 7 pm at Port Vue UMC. Fellowship time will follow the service. 

Light refreshments will be served.                                                                                                    

 

  

December 18th  

 White Gift Sunday dates back to 1904 in Ohio. The wife of a Methodist minister and her two 
daughters came up with the idea of giving gifts wrapped in white paper at Christmas time to 

people in need. 

Gifts are wrapped in white so that they will be anonymous. People who can only give a little will 
not be embarrassed. There is a Chinese tradition where all the people gave their king a gift 
wrapped in plain white paper so that every gift would look the same. People gave the king what 

they were able, and the king welcomed them all. 

The White Gift shares in the spirit of Christ and the God of love at Christmas. We give gifts of love to people in need. These gifts are often 

nonperishable food items that are distributed to people in the community. 

White Gift Sunday celebrates the stewardship of God’s love and giving at the time of year when we remember the coming of the King of 

Kings. 

Prayer of Dedication of White Gifts 

Holy God, you are the giver of all gifts; you know each need and hear each prayer. We come today with these gifts that we give in Christ’s 
spirit of love and justice. Use these gifts and use our lives for the building of your kingdom in your world. These things we pray in the name of 

Jesus; Amen 

15 

PVUMC  Hol iday  Schedule  

NOVEMBER  

Sunday 11 /6                A l l  Sa ints  Sunday  

Wednesday 11 /23       Thanksgiv ing eve  Service  

Sunday 11 /27              1s t  Sunday of  Advent  

 

DECEMBER  

Sunday 12 /4                2nd Sunday of  Advent  

Sunday 12 /11       3 rd  Sunday of  Advent  

Sunday 12 /17        Chi ldren 's  Chr is tmas Par ty  10am -12pm 

Sunday 12 /18        4 th  Sunday of Advent  

        Whi te  Gi f t  Sunday  

                      Cookie Walk  12pm -12:30pm 

                Youth Group Chr is tmas Par ty  1pm -3pm 

Saturday 12/24            5 :30 Chris tmas Fami ly Serv ice  

                 7 :30  Chris tmas Cantata  

Sunday 12 /25th           Chris tmas Day Worship 11am (one  service)  

 

JANUARY 

Sunday 1 /1                   New Years Day  Serv ice 11am  (one  service)  


